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INSIDE

12 THE TRUTH

TheDodgers' true color:
green. By Howard Bryant

MTHE NUMBERS
Metrics blow the whistle
on NBA refs.
ByPeter Keating

16 ZOOM

On a local field, but a world
awayfrom Rio's Maracana.

18 ZOOM

UFC's Stipe MIocic fights
fires and heavyweights.

20 ZOOM
Fans of six soccer teams
unite In a divided Ukraine.

136 THE FIX
MarkBuehrle's secret?
Anot-so-fastball.
ByChris Janes

PLAYBOOK

23 GOLF
Phil Mickelson: U.S. Open's
lovable loser.

28 HORSE RACING
California Chromeaims for
Triple Crown win by a nose.

30 MLB

In the draft, you can win
for losing—not you. Cubs.

32SP0RTIFACT
With this ball, no wonder
they didn't use their hands.

3t| TENNIS
Faster serves have
trainers on wrist watch.

36 BODY SHOT
Sprinter Monica Hargrove
has a hard-core workout.

38 MUSIC

Lll Wayne Is pioneering the
crossover game—again.

f|0 TRENDING

Apps, books, films—all
you need for a lazy
summer.

g2 TRENDING

Seriously, put down the
World's Best Dad mug.

GAMES

Four racers clash over

what wins In RallyCross.

DON'T MISS

g6 HIDING IN PLAINSIGHT

Adam Muema vanished

on the brink of realizing
his NFL dream. Does

he want to be found?

ByKevin VonValkenburg

FEATURES

55 THEWORLD CUPISSUE

An ode to the biggest
32 days In sports and the
stars—past and present—
who make themso riveting.

56 SHADOWED BY THE
HAND OF GOD

From a iand where
Diego Maradona reigns
as a god among men,
Lionel Messi is lining
up his best shot at
football immortality.
By Wright Thompson

62 IT'S IN THE CARDS
The book on all 159 red
cards ever given in the
World Cup—broken down
by nation, minute, age,
round. ByNickHarris

cover photogroph by MARTIN SCHOELLER
THIS PAGE, LUI2 MAXiMlANO: LOGO BY L-DOPA

Brazil s chief exports
are iron ore, crude oil,
this guy, coffee,
soybeans, sugar
and poultry.

6^1 ALMOST HOME

The soccer world scoffed

when Michael Bradley
left Italy to play In MLS.
Tothat he says. Keep
watching. ByWoyneDrehs

79 THE MANY SIDES OF

CLINTDEMPSEY

Repping four teams on
two continents since

March '13, ClintDempsey
never plays the same way
twice. ByDoug Mc/ntyre

78 HERE, THERE AND
EVERYWHERE

When in England, do as
the Brits do. Ifyou're Tim
Howard, find some fellow

Yanks to make it feel like

home. ByBill Donahue

82 FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Jurgen Klinsmann's
imports will make the U.S.
team feel like a foreign
affair. And that's a good
thing. ByDougMc/ntyre

89 PORTRAIT OFA

SERIALWINNER

Luis Suarez is violent,

impulsive and maybe a tad
cannibalistic. But he's also

a man who'll do anything
to protect his livelihood.
ByWright Thompson

100 GROUP DYNAMICS

Fivesoccer legends—
and ESPN's SPI-

determlne the fate of

the World[Cup].

129 PELE AND THE ART OF
BEING PELE
PeleIs,and always will be,
a hero in his homeland.
But he's not a savior—no
matter how much his
people wish he were.
ByWoyne Drehs

139 NO PRESSURE
Neymar, a World Cup
debutant, must win it all
at home, with flair, to
avoid eternal damnation.
Goodluckl ByPaul Carr
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