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8 THE NUMBERS

Come October, it's all about
beating the teams at the
top. By Peter Keating

102Z00M
Best seat in the house?
About 1,000 feet in the air.

12700
Surfing, it's not just for
gceans anymare.

83 THETRUTH

The NFLUs troubles are as
much about saciety as the
league. By Howard Bryant

PLAYBOOH

15 NHL \
The Kings’ analytic Cup win
pulls rivals from the ice age.

20 NFL

Decisions, decisions. Inside
the pre-snap mind of
Peyton Manning.

24 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Can a lost year win ND (B
Everett Golson a Heisman?

28 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Penn State seniars look
back over four years and
three coaches.

32 MLB

Everything’s caming up
Nationals in the final weeks
of the MLB seasaon.

DON'T MISS

b
THEFINAL
WALK-OFF

The Yankees’ captain caps
his season-long goodbye
with a legendary game, and
baseball is left wondering
if anyane will ever fill the
hole like Derek Jeter.

By J.R. Moehringer

84 THE GODDBYE
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THEGLEVELANDISS

51 THE CASE FOR CLEVELAND

Can one season rewrite 50 years
of misery? Sure, it sounds crazy,
but with Lave, LeBran, Hoyer and
Manziel ... just maybe.

52 CHAMPIONS OF A LOSS CAUSE
For an Ohio native—and those
finally looking at Cleveland with a
glint of respect—the future looks
bright. By Connie Schultz

58 THE REALLY LONG WAY HOME

It's a good thing LeBran actually
wanted to return to town, because
the Cavs’ plan to wao him wasn't
warking. By Brian Windharst

64 "C" CHANGE

The Indians are slowly but
surely phasing out Chief Wahoao.
But goodbyes are never easy—
even when they're right.

By Steve Wulf

66 DEEP IN THE HEART OF GLEVELAND
While draft day belonged to
Jahnny Football, game day clearly
still belangs ta Brian Hoyer—for
now. By David Fleming

Brian Hoyer, the Browns’
hometown @B, shows how
to brave Cleveland's
sametimes bitter climate:
Just caver your ears.

74 FROM THEQ T0 THE COURTS

Pro Bowl carner Joe Haden takes
us to his favorite spots in the
sixth city. Hope you like steak and
sneakers. By Sam Alipour

76 BITTERSWEET SIXTEEN

Not every city can ling up 18
heartbreaking sparts moments in
a single-elimination bracket. But
Cleveland? Welcome to pain city.
8y Mark Winegardner

78 THISISNOTATEST

Josh Gardon is back at practice
but still on a short leash, after his
career nearly went up in smake.
By Elizabeth Merrill

cover phatograph by NICK LAHAM
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“It goes a lot quicker than
you could imagine.” -Derek Jeter

by J.R. MOEHRINGER
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