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72 YA GOTTA HAVE FAITH
Best bud? Ditched. Beloved coach? Axed. Window.
Closing. As the Chargers' LaDainian Tomlinson
rallies for another run atthe ring, can he trust
his hard-edged boss to make the right calls?
BYSETHWICKERSHAM

82 DO IT THIS WAY! NO, THIS WAY!
Come September, Peyton and Eli Manning are
out for themselves {and their teams). But attheir
summer QB camp, they share all they know about
their position. Which is alot. BY DAVID FLEMING

92 THE BIG NUMBER CRUNCH
The enlightened stats freaks at Football Outsiders
open their playbook for eye-popping Insights on
all 32NFL teams. Plus, theBristol gang lay their
preseason picks onthe line.

100 PREP STARS
What do bricks, brooms and bamboo swords have
todo with prepping for the season? Let Maurice
Jones-Drew, Aaron Kampman and four other NFL
stars show you how they work. BY LUKE GTPHERS

112 ON THE PROWL

Orphaned atatender age by ashifty franchise, two
brothers tour NFL training camps in their search
fora new favorite team. Raiders need notapply.
BYANDY AND BRIAN KAMENETZKY

120 RUN FOR THE SUN

Which teamswill shine andwhich will wilt onthe
way toArizona? Our panel ofscouts, ex-teammates
and film roomjunkies has the answers.

LaDAINIAN TOMLINSON

THE MARCHING VIRGINIANS BARITONES

54 THE BRONX IS TURNING

GM Brian Cashman fought to keep top prospects
Robinson Cano, Phil Hughes, Melky Cabrera and
Joba Chamberlain. Now that this river of home

growntalent flowsthrough the Bronx, the future
could be now for the Yankees. BY BUSTEROLNEY

62 JOE DIRT

J.J. Putz took histime becoming one of the game's
best closers.Now he'sonebigreasonwhy Seattle
is in the hunt for October. BY LUKE CYPHERS

150 DREAM OF THE DOOMED
Who are we to tell the North Texas Mean Green

that they have no hope ofbeating the Oklahoma
Sooners? They're notlistening, bydavid FLEMING

158 33D STRONG
The Marching Virginians lostone oftheirown
in theVirginia Tech shootings in April. As they
came together in August for thefirst time
since thetragedy, therewas awhole lotof
healing todo. And horns toplay. BY STEVE WULF

164 THE NEXT BEST THING
On the verge ofstardom, 18-year-old Jeffrey
Earnhardt returns tothedusty Virginia bullring
that launched his racing career. BY MARTY SMITH
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PLUS OUR BIGGEST NFL PREVIEW EVER!
WHY irS FINALLY LI'S YEAR' INSIDE THE MANNING FAMILY PASSING ACADEMY Alii...

"YOU'RE
REMEMBERED

BY SUPER
BOWLS.

THAT'S MY
ONLY GOAL,"

- LaDainian Tomlinson
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