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Cold facts, hard thoughts and some wild dreams

Two weeks ago, when we announced this special issue called *'Into
the '70s,”" we warned it would contain no spelled-out forecast for
the new decade. The unpredictable '60s cracked the crystal ball too
badly for that and proved, perhaps, that all we can really prophesy
with certainty is change. But we have at hand here some cold facts,
some hard thoughts and some wild dreams which—put together
—suggest the directions the change will take.

The lead story, '‘Squeezing into the '70s,” is an example. Who
does not suffer in the lines that stretch today in front of every hit
movie, every checkout counter and airline gate? Yet looking ahead
one can only believe that the interminable queues will grow longer
and even more irritating with the years. The next story in the issue
tells of a different sign on the horizon, the widening quest for a spir-
itual quality to our lives. This may be the groundswell of an im-
portant renaissance or—as the lines stretch out—it may shrink. In
this case, it is too early to tell.

There are other quests: man’s unquenchable desire to find out
more about himself is one of them. As evidence we present a 17-
page photographic essay, in color, by Lennart Nilsson called *'The
Worlds Within."" Using his specially designed equipment, Nilsson ex-
plores the landscape of the human body in rare and marvelous detail
—the human egg on the cover, for instance, was photographed at a
magnification of 52 times and then enlarged nearly 20 times more
for presentation in the magazine.

We said we had dreams to offer (and hard thoughts), and we do;
the third instalment of Author Norman Mailer’s new book, A Fire on
the Moon, is the major article in this issue. This section is entitled

“*A Dream of the Future's Face'" and in it Mailer questions the mean-
ing of Apollo 11's voyage to the moon. Was it man's greatest tri-
umph, or his gravest mistake? Aquarius wonders.

On a less cosmic level there is Barbra. Clearly the star of the "60s,
Miss Streisand enters the new decade with a running start. Her Hel-
lo, Dolly !—almost certainly one of the last supercolossal, gargan-
tuanly expensive movie musicals—has just opened, she has finished
On a Clear Day, and she is working on another movie, The Owl and
the Pussycat.

In one sense we have indulged in prophecy, or at least in the mod-
ern form of it—the scientific national poll. Louis Harris has just com-
pleted a new one that reveals the emerging shape of the dominant
social coalitions forming in the nation. Another view of the Amer-
ican condition at the beginning of the new decade can be found in
an article on the destruction of the countryside by a mine in Idaho's
White Cloud Mountains.

Finally, we present one bold man willing to tell it the way he
thinks it will be. Fashion Designer Rudi Gernreich, who almost
stripped the '60s, answers the question: what will men and women
be wearing by 1980? And then he raises another—will you be able
to tell them apart 10 years from today?

RALPH GRAVES Managing Editor
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WITHIN OUR BODY
A living human egg
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