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LIFE>S COVER

The gentleman on LIFE’s cover this week has little
reason to wear a smile. As Britain’s new Tory for-
eign secretary, Anthony Eden may eventually suc-
ceed Winston Churchill as prime minister—but
first he must solve some of the most woeful prob-
lems ever to confront the onetime empire. A states-
man for 20 years, Eden seems undismayed by the
present crisis. Lire Correspondent Gene Farmer
reports (pp. 49-57) that in his first week in office,
Eden was the very picture of a proper, not to say a
resourceful and energetic, diplomat. If he could re-
deem his predecessors’ many mistakes, one of Eng-
land’s darkest hours might become Eden’s finest.
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