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ABOUT THE PEOPLE ‘LIFE' HAS TO pISAP

There are those who, for one reason or another, cxpect
to be seen on LIFE’s pages, even on the cover, and who
don’t appear at all. This is because we make assignments
aimed at possible success rather than the sure thing. If
it seems that we might get an unusual article we take
a gamble. We risk time and money, but sometimes peo-
ple who help us feel, understandably, that they’ve been
let down. There are as many reasons for a project to fai]
as to succeed. Our photog-
raphers may go out to cover
the balloon ascension only to
find- that, after mighty prep-
arations, the balloon doesn’t
go up. Sometimes when the
balloon does go up the light
fades, the camera may develop
mechanical trouble and there
have been times when the pho-
tographer himself failed. At
other sad times subjects—or
publicity people—have prom-
ised the balloon would go up
and their promises have proved
overoptimistic. And there are
impostors going about saying
they are LirE photographers.
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