GOINGS ON ABOUT TOWN

A CONSCIENTIOUS CALENDAR OF EVENTS OF

INTEREST

THE THEATRE
PLAYS AND MUSICALS

Boocie Wooeie anp Booker T—A play by Wesley
Brown. (Henry Street Settlement, 466 Grand
St. 598-0400. Thursday through Sunday at
7:30. Matinées Saturday and Sunday at 3.
Closes Sunday, March 15.)

Broaoway Bouno—A rueful comedy in which
Neil Simon studies the middle-class depths
from which he sprang and has kept springing.
The cast includes Linda Lavir_l, Jonatl_mn Sil-
verman, John Randolph, Philip Sterling, Ja-
son Alexander, and Phyllis Newman. The di-
rector is Gene Saks. (Reviewed in our issue
of 12/15/86.) (Broadhurst, 235 W. 44th St.
239-6200. Nightly, except Sundays, at 8.
Matinées Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2.)

Cast Me Down, THE Traceby ofF Booker T.
WasHIN6TON—A play by J. Howard Holland.
(Theatre Four, 424 W. 55th St. 246-8545.
Wednesday at 11 a.M. and 8, .aqd Thurs-
day through Saturday at 8. Matinées Satur-
day and Sunday at 3. Closes Sunday, March
15.)

CircLe ReperTory ComPaANY—A comedy whodunit
by John Bishop, THE MusicaL COMEDY MURDERS OF
1940, is the third in this season’s series. (Circle
Repertory Company Theatre, 99 Seventh
Ave. S. 924-7100. Tuesdays through Fridays
at 8; Saturdays at 6 and 9; and Sundays at
7:30. Matinées Sundays at 3. Closes Sunday,
March 22.)

CoastaL Distursances—Tina Howe's funny and
beautiful play about love is set on a private
beach on Massachusetts’ North Shore. An-
nette Bening, as a_photographer from this
city, and Timothy Daly, as a lifeguard, are
the beguiling lovers, and among the other
actors, as summer people, are Rosemary
Murphy, Jonas Abry, Heather Mac Rae, and
Ronald Guttman. Carole Rothman is the able
director. (12/1/86) (Circle in the Square,
50th St. west of Broadway. 239-6200. Tugs-
days through Saturdays at 8. Matinées
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun-
days at 3.)

THe CoLorep MuseumM—A sharp, satiric revue on
the subject of blackness and related matters,
which is almost done in by damnable sound
amplification. George C. Wolfe was the clever
writer, and L. Kenneth Richardson the able
director. The performers, all of them splen-
did, are Loretta Devine, Tommy Hollis, Reg-
gie Montgomery, Vickilyn Reynolds, and
Danitra Vance. (11/10/86) (Public, 425
Lafayette St. 598-7150. Nightly, except
Mondays, at 8. Matinées Saturdays and Sun-
days at 3.)

Tue Common Pursuit—An English import. Six
Cambridge undergraduates, in the sixties,
plan to launch a literary magazine in ac-
cordance with the rigorous standards of the
critic F. R. Leavis, and in the ensuing twenty
years manage to breach these standards.
Simon Gray’s play, while not especially
original, is consistently entertaining, and it
is very well performed, under the direction
of the dramatist and Michael McGuire.
(11/3/86) (Promenade, Broadway at 76th St.
580-1313. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8,
and Sundays at 7:30. Matinées Saturdays
and Sundays at 3.)

DeatH anp THE King's Horseman— Wole Soyinka's
drama about a Nigerian chief who, according
to Yoruba law, must follow his king to death.
Under the playwright’s direction, the fasci-
nating rituals and atmosphere of {he African
marketplace come across, but the story is not
clearly told, and much of the irony goes by
the board. (Reviewed in this issue’) (Vivian
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Beaumont, Lincoln Center. 239-6200. TL{GS-
days through Saturdays at 8, and Sundays at
7:30. Matinées Saturdays and Sundays at 2.)

EQuity LisrarY THeaTRe—The sixth in this sca-
oson’s series of eight productions is a_ rcvw\al ol:
the 1939 musical Too MANY GIRLS, with a score
by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Lorenz H_arl,
and a book by George Marion, Jr. Opens on
Thursday, March 12, and will run through
Sunday, April 5. (Equity Library Theatre,
103rd St. and Riverside Dr. Nightly, except
Mondays, at 8. Matinées Saturdays and Sun-
days at 2:30. For information about tickets,
for which contributions are requested, call
663-2028.)

FRAGMENTS OF A GRreek TRILOGY—A revival of
an Andrei Serban—Elizabeth Swados collabo-
ration—distillations of “Medea,” “Electra,”
and “The Trojan Women” —directed by Mr.
Serban, with music by Miss Swados. The
three works are performed in ancient Greek
and Latin. “Medea”: Tuesdays and Wednes-
days at 7:30, and Saturdays and Sundays at
6....9Double-bill performances of “Elec-

” and “The Trojan Women’’: Thursdays
Hﬁougﬁ Sundays aLJ7:30. (La Mama Annex,
66 E. 4th St. 475-7710. Closes Sunday,
March 22.)

IvorRce—An unsatisfactory revival of the
G‘igg)l c()3010 Porter show. (3/9/87) (Kaufman,
534 W. 42nd St. 279-4200. Wednesdays
through Saturdays at 8, and Sundays at 7.
Matinées Saturdays at 2 and Sundays at 3.
Closes Sunday, March 22.)

GirL's Guine To CHAaos—A comedy by Cynthia

AHcime]. (American Place, 111 W. 46th St.
869-4731. Tuesdays through Fridays at 8;
Saturdays at 7 and 10; and Sundays at 7.
Matinées Sundays at 3.)

GroucHo: A Lire IN REvue—A surprisingly lively
and touching show about the great comedian/
humorist. Frank Ferrante’s dedicated imper-
sonation becomes a true performance; Les
Marsden, doubling, comes close to Chico and
seems inspired as Harpo; and Faith Prince
deftly acts the women in their lives, among
them, of course, Margaret Dumont. Arthur
Marx (son of Groucho) and Robert Fisher
were the playwrights; Mr. Marx directed.
(10/20/86) (Lucille Lortel, 121 Christopher
St. 924-8782. Tuesdays through Fridays at 8;

THe Huncer ArtisT—Conceived and directed by
Martha Clarke and “created with” the actors
who perform it, this evocation in words, mu-

TABLE OF

THE TALK OF THE TOWN .
"LOOKING FOR LOVE" .
"BEARS" .

"THE PATIENCE OF WHITE BIRCHES" (POEM)

"THE MUSIC OF LOST HOURS" (POEM) . . . .
PROFILES (JOHN M. BREALEY) .

THE THEATRE .

MUSICAL EVENTS .

A REPORTER AT LARGE (AFGHAN REFUGEES)
BOOKS . o w oy
BRIEFLY NOTED . .

COVER: Heidi Goennel

DRAWINGS: Warren Miller, James Steve
Bernard Sclzoenbaum, W. B.
Burt Silverman, Gahan Wils

on,
Mort Gerberg, J. B. Handels

nson, Jack Ziegler
. Park, Mischa Ri

man, Frank Mo

CONTENTS

Brendan Galvin 36

John Harney 40

- Calvin Tomkins 44
- Edith Oliver 71

- Andrew Porter 72

- Doris Lessing 74

« « Helen Vendler 94
e g 104

» Edward Koren, Robert Weber,

chter, Lee Lorenz, George Booth,
Charles Barsolti, Joseph Farris, Arnie Levin,
dell, Michael Maslin

THE NEW

YORKER

25 WEST 43RD STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
(212) 840-3800

In ordering a change of addre:

ss,
and new addrcsscs, with Zip C

Jonathan E. Newhouse, exec
president and treasurer; Ruth A. Diem, vice-president a
advertising offices: 111 East Wacker Drive, Ch

) 2 « . Yy by ¢ New Yorke azine. Ine
fecutive vice-president; Rebecea Wes i Magazine, Inc.

nd human resources

e ——

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

.sul)scr|bc"rs should give four weeks’ notice, providing both old
odes. If possible, please send the address

label from a recent issue-

50n Darwin, vicc-prcsidcnl an

director; Lynnw. G

: ] ; - T, Ly uthrie, advertising
6714 (‘hL;slnu! bl,.' l_iusm_n. M 02108; 19 South Audlée(\)'()gll' ﬂ"g;!-,()t)(é‘;’lurcc, San F Sut
30305; 2500 So. Dixie Highway, Miami, FL 33133; 3016 Maso on, W1V SDN. \

N.Y., and at additional mailing offices, A ¢ i

es.
© 1987 by The A_\Icw Yorker Magazine, Inc.
The New Yorker. Printed inUS,

Other foreign, one year, $52.00, pay:

i K

¢€s and Canada
s:In US. and
STMASTER:

Possessions
Send address ch

125 W.43rd St N.Y,
d associate publisher;

n W. i director; Frank Mustacg cire
;:lrlrle?ci{,‘ Cal;)f. l‘)? 1{]33; Suite 2360, 5900 Wils;:ih:cul;]tta I
ndon, W 2 Olitan Publishers Re 17 P )
uthorized as scmnd] g ’I('lm]m' s B, o & :
» 0 the United Say
A, Subseription rate:

able in advance. PO » One year, $32.00; (wo ye.

anges 1o The New Vo

—

NSY 10036; Steven T. Florio, president and publisher:

Sam R. Spoto, vice-president; Syuary 1. Jason, "’CL};
ulation director. Bran¢

X e 036,
resentatives: 3017 ; Lo Angeles, Calif. 90

o No. 4, March 16, 1987, Second v, Road, NE, Adlanta, G

d-class postage paid at New Yor_l.
and for payment of postage in cash:

Y be reproduced i * consent of
ars, $52.00. In Canada, gne yt\:l;lhsf:gég( “
rker, 25 W. 431 St., New York, N'Y. 10036.

awa, Canada,
S periodical ma

APPROACH TO PERSONAL INVESTMENT
| BANKING:

SERVE EVERY CLIENT AS IF THAT
CLIENT WERE OUR ONLY CLIENT.

TO THAT END, THROUGH OUR
SUBSIDIARY BOSTON SAFE DEPOSIT
AND TRUST COMPANY, WE OFFER THE
BOSTON COMPANY PERSONAL LOAN.
FROM REALIGNING YOUR DEBT
AGAINST YOUR PRIMARY OR
! SECONDARY RESIDENCE WITH A
HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT TO
FINANCING YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS
WITH A DEMAND LOAN, MARINE LOAN
OR LINE OF CREDIT, WE HAVE THE
SERVICES. RATES AND IMAGINATIVE
BANKERS THAT YOU REQUIRE."

FOR A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF
THE BOSTON COMPANYS PERSONAL
LENDING SERVICES, CONTACT US ,j\T
1-800-CALL BOS (1-800-225-5267
EX&J\‘JZ[?]QNJOY THE ADVANTAGES OF
BEING A PRIVILEGED CLIENT.

able in all states.

A subsidiary of
Shearson Lehman
Brothers Inc.

An American
Express company

THE BOSTON COMPANY

Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Company
Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender. @
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