GOINGS ON ABOUT TOWN

A CONSCIENTIOUS CALENDAR OF EVENTS OF INTEREST

THE THEATRE

PLAYS AND MUSICALS

Ry Housewives—A musical with a score and
ATsrics by Chad Henry and a book by A. M.
Collins. (Minetta Lane, 18-22 Minetta Lane,
east of Sixth Ave., between W. 3rd and
Bleecker Sts. 420-8000. Tuesdays through
Fridays at 8; Saturdays at 7 and 10; and
Sundays at 7. Matinées Sundays at 3.)

Arsenic aND OLp Lace—]Jean Stapleton, Polly
Holliday, and Tony Roberts are the leading
actors in this farce by Joseph Kesselring,
which was a big hit back in 1941. It is still
pretty funny and so worth devoting an idle
evening to. (Reviewed in our issue of 7/7/86.)
(46th Street Theatre, 226 W. 46th St. 221-
1211. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8.
Matinées Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.) L

Cusa anp His Teooy Bear—Robert De Niro is a
Hispanic drug dealer (cocaine), who is l)rmg_
ing up his teen-age son. Reinaldo Povod's
first play is considerably better than promis-
ing; Mr. De Niro’s performance is remarkable
and he is well supported by Burt Young,
Ralph Macchio, and Paul Calderon. Bill Hart
directed. (6/2/86) (Longacre, 220 W. 48th
St. 239-6200. Wednesdays through Satur-
days at 8. Matinées Sundays at 3. Closes
Sunday, Sept. 21.)

The House oF BLue Leaves—A superb revival of
John Guare’s brilliant, ferocious comedy,
with Swoosie Kurtz, among other fine per-
formers. Jerry Zaks was the acute, perceptive
director. (3/31/86) (Vivian Beaumont, Lin-
coln Center. 239-6200. Tuesdays through
Saturdays at 8. Matinées Wednesdays and
Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

Krapp's Last Tape—A disappointing revival of
Samuel Beckett’s play. (Reviewed in this is-
sue.) (Samuel Beckett, 412 W. 42nd St.
504-2826. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8,
and Sundays at 7. Matinées Saturdays at
2:30 and Sundays at 3.)

Lapy Day at EmersoN's Bar & GriL—Lonette
McKee in a musical play about Billje
Holiday, written by Lanie Robertson. (West—
side Arts, 407 W. 43rd St. 541-8394. Tyes-
days through Saturdays at 8. Matin¢es
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at 3)

THE LiFe AND ADVENTURES OF NicHOLAS NickLesy—
Never does time fly past more agreeably than
during the eight hours it takes the Royal
Shakespeare Company to act out Dickens’
welcomely preposterous account of making it
in nineteenth-century England. (9/1/86)
The play is presented in two parts, and tick-
ets are available only in consecutive two-per-
formance combinations. (Broadhurst, 235 W.
44th St. 239-6200. Wednesdays at 2 and 7:
Thursdays and Fridays at 7; and Salurdayg'
and Sundays at 2 and 7.) :

LicHT OPERA OF MANHATTAN—PresenLing Victor
Herbert's THE FORTUNE TELLER, (Cherry Lane 38
Commerce St. 989-2020. Wednesdays
through Saturdays at §. Matinées Wedng;-
gggg)al 2, and Saturdays and Sundays at

ME AN My GIRL—An infelicito abili
i i s oy rehabilated
ing to for the superh performance b obg
Lindsay in the starring role. ert
(cjuns, Broadway at 45(h g 947 r

MUMMENSCHANZ— A return en
IMENS € gagement by t
?;mhc-gand—mask Lrio. (Helen Hayes, 24}6 \}i’e
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THE Mystery of Eowin Droop—The novel that
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Dickens left unfinished at the time of his sud-
den death has been turned into a splendidly
nonsensical musical by Rupert Holmes. The
big cast is headed by George Rose, and the
direction is by Wilford Leach. (12/16/85)
(Imperial, 249 W. 45th St. 239-6200. Night-
ly, except Sundays, at 8. Matinées Wednes-
tfays and Saturdays at 2.)

Nunsense—A musical comedy by Dan Goggin.

(Douglas Fairbanks, 432 W. 42nd S(. 239.
4321. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8.
Matinées Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2,
and Sundays at 3.)

OLympus oN My Mino—A larky little musical

based on the Amphitryon legend, with Mar-
tin Vidnovic, doubling as the General and the
usurping Jupiter, and Elizabeth Austin, as a
chorus girl who happens to be the “wife’ of
one of the “producers.” Music by Grant Stu-
riale, and words (book and lyrics) by Barry
Harman, who also directed. (8/18/86)

Lambs, 130 W. 44th St. 997-1780. Nightly,
zsxc':]c:gt5 undays, at 8. Matinées Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 2.)

THe Perrect ParTY—A. R. Gurney, Jr.’s delib-

erately mannered comedy about g professor
who is obsessed with perfection is often disap-
pointing, but just as often Mr: Gurney’s wit
and high spirits break through the Wildean
mold to redeem it. The acting by John Cun-
ningham, Debra Mooney, and Charlotte Moore
is very good. John Tillinger directed. (4/14/86)
(Astor Place Theatre, 434 Lafayelte St. 254-
4370. Tuesdays through Satur ays at 8, and
Sundays at 7. Matinées Saturdays at 2:30
and Sundays at 3.)

A RAISIN IN THE SuN—Lorraine Hansberry’s pas-

sionate and often funny play about “the at-
tempts of a black family in Chicago to leave
their slum apartment and move on is some
what lacking in urgency and fire in this
revival. Even so, much of the acting is good,
especially that of Vondie Curtis-Hall, Star-
letta DuPois, ‘Jamcs Pickens, Jr., and Kim
Yancey. Harold Scott directed. (8/25/86)
(Roundabout, 100 E. 17th St. 420-1883.
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8. Matinées
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays at 2.
Special performance Sunday, Sept. 14, at
7:30. Closes Sunday, Sept. 21.)

SitLs & Company—The return of Severn Darden,

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE TALK OF THE TOWN
"BOSWELL'S LIFE OF DON JOHNSON" ,
"THE AFTERLIFE" . 5 9,0 ®
"THE PERSIMMONS" (POEM) . ., . .

ONWARD AND UPWARD WITH THE ARTS (ESTEE LAUDER

THE ART WORLD . . .

THE THEATRE (OFF BROADWAY) . . |
"STUDYING WITH MIsS BISHOP" |

REFLECTIONS (SYMBOLISM IN FOREIGN POLICY) . . .

"THE FENCE" (POEM) . . .

OUR FAR-FLUNG CORRESPONDENTS (BABYFOOT) . .,

< lan Frazier 32

« John Updike 34

Coe e e o Gary S
el LB Kennedy
. Calwin Tomkins 82

Ldith Qliver 88

William Pfaff 102
Ellen Bryant Voigt 106
. Calvin Trillin 109

DPana Gioid v, 00{

and new addresses, with Zip Codes. If possible,

BOOKS,...... L)
BRIEFLY NOTED . . . Naomi Bliven iig
COVER: Gretchen Dow Simpson
DRAWINGS: Dana Fradon, Charles Saxon, Robert Mankoff, Ed Fisher, William Steig, Lee
Lor'enz, Edward Koren, Warren Miller, James Stevenson, Ed Arno, Everett
Opie, Saul Stcinbcrg, Stan Hunt, Robert Weber, Mischa Richter, Eldon Dedini,
Leo Cullum, Henry Martin, Jack Ziegler, Dean Vietor, J. B. Handelsman, Roz
Chast, Barney Tobey
THE NEW YORKER
25 WEST 43RD STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
(212) 840-3800
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
In ordering a change of address, subscribers should give four weeks' notice, providing both ¢]q

please send the address label from a recent issue,

THE NEw YOorKER (ISSN 0028-
Jonathan E. N

. = = azine, Inc., 25 W. 43rd St., N.Y., N.Y. 10036; Steven T. F
ewhoise, exam '7A92'.Xf_' F’L{k_’,l‘s}‘cf‘ wr:l;k‘l_v by ,”“0 NC""’ Y".‘"kc‘:.Mf’g‘_‘(_ﬁ;{&z’mn::nd associate publisher; Milton Greenstein and Sam R
ouse, executive vice-president; Rebecca Wesson Darwin, vice-p . 1 d %
Stuart H. Jas fice— ide = ik citer, advertising director; Frank Mustacato, circulation director. Branch advertj
: Jason, vice president and comptroller; Owen J. Hochreiter, adv crtising di Wilshire Blvd,, Los Angeles, Calif
Wacker Drive, Chicago, i1, 00601; 41 Osgood Place, San Francisco, Calif. 94133; Suite 2360, 5900 Wilshire 3 Lol
I\‘Ig:.s.\.'02108; 19 South Audley St., London, W1Y 5DN. Metropolitan P ] 15. 1986. Second
N(l;aml, FL 33133; 3016 Mason Place, Tampa, FL 33629. Vol. LXII,lth;AlEQ-:”8;‘:22”:"3‘“'1 5t DAYIICAT
offices. Authorized as second-class mail by the Post Office Department, Ottawa, S = B R = o LN
the Urited Statesand Canady AN s Tesrved No art o Lhs perioia i, S0 o Camace by T4 e Loker P
] F SSESSIONS : year, $32.00; two S, -00. ’ f -00. cign, ;
0 Sl;gliqr‘ﬁ?;?;glgb‘S‘)L:L(ly;(?(‘;ris changes to The New Yorker, 25 W. 43rd St., New Vork, NY, 10,(;)3»6:$ #a,

R . sentatives: 3017 Piedmont Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30305
ublishers Represen -class postage paid at New York, N 95' ’
of postage in cash. © 1984 by The N

lorio, president ang
- SPOLo, vice-pre
sing offices:
90036; 6714 Chestnug §¢
- and at additiong ili

PT'hE Nc_\v Yorker Maga‘/.inlc
finted in US A Subscrip

Publisher.

500 So. Dixie | _Bosum,

¢, Inc_, in
ion rages.

© 1986 Charles Revion, fne.

Anti-aging com|
for
face and thro:

From Ultima II, an :
anti-aging complex with
an extraordinary capacity
to resist the assaults

of age on your face.

Age 20

Even skin in the bloom of youth isn’t exempt from
aging. New ProCollagen Anti-aging Complex

is unprecedented. It has unusual skin caring
properties that help conserve internal collagen.

Age 40

Ah, forty. The age of enlightenment.

New ProCollagen Anti-aging Complex affords
help for the vulnerable areas of your face.
Start using it now to realize its

exceptional benefits.

Age 60 )

If you've chosen aging well over just aging,
ProCollagen Anti-aging Complex will be
important to you. It has remarkable moisture
reparative capacities, and will actually i
diminish the length and depth of dry wrinkles.

ULTIMAII
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Teesad a New York tradition since 1865
A. Pps 5 oda&d .

We're entering

an era of
Post-Modern Poise:
Castleberry’s
balance of flair
and refinement

=

“Designer Phillipe Bodinat sleeks

this day-into-dinner knit with

pure and simple ease.

Just a strong-shouldered,
dolman-sleeved tunic fired with
jet-black lights. But see how
smoothly it slides over the hips.
Below, a very narrow slim-skirt
continues the lean line. In cassis
(pale mauve) and black wool. 6-16.
310.00 at the Castleberry Shop,
third floor, Fifth Avenue, and at
all branches of the store that
specializes in the courteous
service you deserve.
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