THE THEATRE

PLAYS AND MUSICALS

As Is—This touching play br William M.
Hoffman concerns a personable young homo-
sexual who is afflicted with AIDg, and is also
a documentary of sorts about his milieu in
this city. The liveg/, impressionistic perfor-
mance was directed by Marshall W. Mason,
and the acting by the large cast, several of
whom appear in_multiple roles, is just right.
With Jonathan Hogan and Jonathan Hadary.
(Reviewed in our issue of 3/25/85.) (Ly-
ceum, 149 W. 45th St. 239-6200. Nightly,
except Sundays, at 8. Matinées Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 2.)

Bic River—A musical version of “The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn.” Twain’s great
novel has been respectfully dealt with in a
book by William Hauptman, with music and
lyrics by Roger Miller. Daniel H. Jenkins
plays Huck, Ron Richardson IE)lays Jim, and

. Clint Allen plays Tom. Heidi Landesman has
provided an unusually evocative setting—
somehow, she has managed to put the Missis-
sippi River on a stage. (5/13/85) (Eugene
O’Neill, 230 W. 49th St. 246-0220. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 8. Matinées Wednes-
days and Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at

BiLoxi BLues—A comedy that verges on a

- hagiography, the hero being the author, Neil
Simon, as a young Army draftee who, in
1943, is struggling to assume the mantle of
writer. (4/8/85) (Neil Simon, 250 W. 52nd
St. 757-8646. Nightly, except Sundays, at
8. Matinées Wednesd):]xys and Saturdays at
2.)

CuRrse OF THE STARVING CLass—A revival of Sam
Shepard’s brilliant, humorous, passionate
play, with a fine performance by Kathy
Bates, as the mother of the family under
examination. (9/2/85) (Promenade, Broad-
way at 76th St. 580-1313. Tuesdays through
Saturdays at 8, and Sundays at 7:30. Matl-
inées Saturdays at 2:30 and Sundays at
3)

Dames a7 SEA—A revival of a musical by Jim
Wise (score) and George Haimsohn and
Robin Miller (book and lyrics). (Lambs, 130
W. 44th St. 997-1780. Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays at 8. Matinées Wednesdays and Sat-
urdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.) )

Doustes—The scene is a locker room in a tennis
club in Connecticut, where four men undress
and dress and undress while they talk over

their more or less miserable lives. This is a
comedy. The author is David Wiltse.
(5/20/85) (Ritz, 219 W. 48th St. 582-4022.
Nightly, except Sundays, at 8. Matinées
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2.)

Tue Fratsush Fairnrut—A story of four friends
that opens in the mid-forties (at Ebbets
Field) and continues into the eighties.
The first act is good, but from then on, in vig-
nette after vignette, the play slips away.
Gene Nye was both playwright and director.
(Judith _Anderson, 422" W. 42nd St. 279-
4200. Wednesdays through Saturdays at
g.) Matinées Saturdays and Sundays at

I'm Not Raprarort—Herb Gardner's rather
synthetic, though often entertaining, comedy
about two old men who share a bench in Cen-
tral Park is given an expert performance by
Cleavon Little and Judd Hirsch. (6/17/85)
(American Place, 111 W. 46Lh St. 869-4731.
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8. Matinées
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun-
days at 3.)

LicHT Opera ofF ManHATTAN—Gilbert and Sul-
livan’s H.M.s. piNaFORE: Wednesday, Sept. 11,
at 2 and 8; Thursday and Friday, Sept. 12-
13, at 8; Saturday, Sept. 14, at 3:30 and 8;
and Sunday, Sept. 15, at 3:30....9 Lehar's
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21-22, at 3:30 and 8. (Norman Thomas, 111
E. 33rd St. 532-6180.)

Mayor—A musical based on the best-seller of

the same name by Edward I. Koch. With a
score and lyrics by Charles Strouse and a
book by Warren Leight. (Top of the Gate
160 Bleecker St. 982-9292. Mondays an

Wednesdays through Fridays at 8, and Satur-
days at 7 and 10. Matinées Sundays at 2:30
and 5:30.)

Necro EnsemsLe Company—A rather beguiling,

if lightweight, farce by the Jamaican play-
wright Trevor Rhone, Two caN pLAY is about a
middle-aged Jamaican couple. The husband
is a blowhard; the wife is put-upon in ever
way, until she flies to Miami and comes bac
a changed woman. The first act is too in-
tricate for its own good, but the second act is
clear and funny. The actors—Hazel

Medina andfSulliyan H. Walker—couldn’t be
beLter.T(Th our, 424 55th St. 246-
S B0;
atufdays at 3%

Sunday, Sept. 29.)

THe NormaL Heart—An interminable, trashy
non-play labout AIDSy and its victims in the
homosexual’ community/ef/this cily, who'are
compared to the Jews under the Nazis. The
names Hitler, Roosevelt, Morgenthau, and,

roffehakri . at 8, and Saturdays at 7 an 10 ‘
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its audience and, what is far more Seemin' ly
the sufferers from_this dreadt‘ul,fseeue gSt.
hopeless disease. (Public, 425 Li(\j 8)'5 at
598-7150. Nightly, except Mon atys:
Matinées Saturdays and Sundays at >
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THe Ovp Coupe—Neil Simon has w?e\ghich
successful comedy of twenty )’ea"-‘i ‘:_E tn
was about a couple of male bache 0e "
unsuccessful comedy about a coup by Sa
bachelors. The cast is heade 459 (Broad-
Struthers and Rita Moreno. (6/24/ Lucsdays
hurst, 235 W. 44th St. 239'62035 Wednes-
through Saturdays at 8. Matin fja cat 3.
days and Saturdays at 2, and Sun lyr about
OrpHaNs—A melodrama, by Lyle Kess ief and
two young brothers—one a Str € :
pickpocket, the other an apparen
and an older mobster who takef
house and their lives. The firs iceable,
quite well, the second is merely ¢
but what really counts is the pe¢
under the dynamic ¢
The actgrf ﬁrel\[{{eﬁ,m :
ney, and John Mahoney, o
im};)ort from the StewenVYO“ C‘:;“F:.fmyw.
Chisago. (5/20/85) (Westside Ar 3
43rd St. 541-8394. Tuesdays tcflll'oug Matinées

Penn & TeLLer—A sublinll)e Coml?lilg,?te h
juring and comedy. Penn J1 ide f/
Lalking. Teller i sdent. (5/6/85) e
Acts, 407 W. A3rd St. 541-8394. TUCGT L
through Fridays at 8, and Saturdays aat 3.
10. Matinées Saturdays and Sundays
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