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As Is—This touching play by William M.
Hoffman concerns a personable young homo
sexual who is afflicted with AIDS, and is also
a documentary of sorts about his milieu in
this city. The lively, impressionistic perfor
mance was directed by Marshall W. Mason,
and the acting by the large cast, several of
whom appear in multiple roles, is just right.
With Jonathan Hogan and Jonathan Hadary.
(Reviewed in our issue of 3/25/85.) (Ly
ceum, 149 W. 45th St. 239-6200. Nightly,
except Sundays, at 8. Matinees Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 2.)

Big River—A musical version of 'The Adven
tures of Huckleberry Finn." Twain's great
novel has been respectfully dealt with in a

CALENDAR OF EVENT5 OF INTERE5T

eventually, May^ Koch .^^^n^nlult to
equal contempt. The evening is a
its audience and, what is far more j^giy
the sufferers from this dreadful, see^^^^^
hopeless disease. (Public, at 8.
598-7150. Nightly, except Monday^

boqk by William Hauptman, with music and
lyrics by Roger Miller. Daniel H. Jenkins
plays Huck, Ron Richardson plays Jim, and
Clint Allen plays Tom. Heidi Landesman has
provided an unusually evocative setting—
somehow, she has managed to put the Missis
sippi River on a stage. (5/13/85) (Eugene
O'Neill, 230 W. 49th St. 246-0220. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 8. Matin6es Wednes
days and Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

Biloxi Blues—A comedy that verges on auto-
hagiography, the hero being the author, Neil
Simon, as a young Army draftee who, in
1943, is struggling to assume the mantle of
writer. (4/8/85) (Neil Simon, 250 W. S2nd
St. 757-8646. Nightly, except Sundays, at
8. Matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays at
2.)

Curse of the Starving Class—A revival of Sam
Shepard's brilliant, humorous, passionate
play, with a fine performance by Kathy
Bates, as the mother of the family under
examination. (9/2/85) (Promenade, Broad-
way al 76th St. S80-1313. Tuesdays through
Saturdays at 8. and Sundays at 7:30. Mat-
inees Saturdays at 2:30 and Sundays at
3.)

Dames at Sea—A revival of a musical by ]im
Wise (score) and George Haimsohn and
Robin Miller (book and lyrics). (Lambs, 130
W. 44th St. 997-1780. Tuesdays through Sat
urdays at 8. Matin6es Wednesdays and Sat
urdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

Doubles—The scene is a locker room in a tennis
club in Connecticut, where four men undress
and dress and undress while they talk over
their more or less miserable lives. This is a
comedy. The author is David
(5/20/85) (Ritz, 219 W. 48th St. 582-4022.
Nightly, except Sundays, at 8. Matinees
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2.)

The Flatbush Faithful—A story of four friends
that opens in the mid-forties (at Ebbets
Field) and continues into the eighties.
The first act is good, but from then on, in vig
nette after vignette, the play slips away.
Gene Nye was both playwright and director.
(Judith Anderson, 422 W. 42nd St. 279-
4200. Wednesdays through Saturdays at
8. Matinees Saturdays and Sundays at
3.)

I'm Not Rappaport—Herb Gardner's rather
synthetic, though often entertaining, comedy
about two old men who share a bench in Cen
tral Park is given an expert performance by
Cleavon Little and Judd Hirsch. (6/17/85)
(American Place, 111 W. 46th St. 869-4731.
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8. Matinees
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, and Sun
days at 3.)

Light Opera of Manhattan—Gilbert and Sul
livan's H.M.s. pinafore: Wednesday, Sept. 11,
at 2 and 8; Thursday and Friday, Sept. 12-
13, at 8; Saturday, Sept. 14, at 3:30 and 8;
and Sunday, Sept. 15, at 3:30. . . . ^ Lehdr's
the merry widow: Saturday and Sunday, Sept.
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21-22, at 3:30 and 8. (Norman Thomas, 111
E. 33rd St. 532-6180.)

Mayor—A musical based on the best-seller of
the same name by Edward I. Koch. With a
score and lyrics oy Charles Strouse and a
book by Warren Leight. (Top of the Gate.
160 Bleecker St. 982-9292. Mondays and
Wednesdays through Fridays at 8, and Satur-

and 5:30.)
Negro Ensemble Company—A rather beguiling,

if lightweight, farce by the Jamaican play
wright Trevor Rhone, two can play is about a
middle-aged Jamaican couple. The husband
is a blowhard; the wife is put-upon in every
way, until she flies to Miami ana comes back
a changed woman. The first act is too in
tricate for its own good, but the second act is
clear and funny. The actors—Hazel J.
Medina and Sullivan H. Walker—couldn't be
better. (Theatre Four, 424 W. 55th St. 246-
8545. Tuesdays through Fridays at 8; Satur
days at 8:30; and Sundays at 7. Matinees
Saturdays at 3 and Sundays at 2:30. Closes
Sunday, Sept. 29.)

The Normal Heart—An interminable, trashy
non-play about AIDS, and its victims in the
homosexual community of this city, who are
compared to the Jews under the Nazis. The
names Hitler, Roosevelt, Morgenthau, and,

598-7150. JNigntiy, exccut ^ v
Matinees Saturdays and Sundaysa •

The Odd Couple—Neil Simon which
successful comedy of ^^^enty yea g
was about a couple of male ig Jffemale
unsuccessful comedy about a coup
bachelors. The cast is |̂/I?4/Q5)(Broaa-
Struthers and RitaMoreno. (6/24/ ^ g^ays
hurst, 235 W. 44th St- 239-6200^-^
through Saturdays at 8. M?U"-fiavs at 3.)

..»..v. and Saturdays at about
days at 7 and 10. Matinees Sundays at 2:30 Orphans—^ "jelodrama, byLy and

two young brothers—one a street ..
pickpocket, the other an ^pparen
and an older mobster who take ^orks
house and their lives. The firs -ggable,
quite well, the second ^„«rformance,
but what really counts is -y Sinise.
under the dynamic direction of ^ ^ icin-
The actors are Kevin ^"^erson, chow is
ney, and John Mahoney, p^moany of
import from the Steppenvyolf C P ^
Chicago. (5/20/85) (Westside Arts
43rd St. 541-8394. Tuesdays Matinees
at 8, and Saturdays at 7 and 10. ivia
Wednesdays at 2 and Sundays at 3.;

Penn &Teller—A sublime conibination o
juring and comedy. /aWestside
talking; Teller is silent. (5/6/^/ TuesdaysArts. 407 W. 43rd St. 541-8394^ Tuesa^^j
through Fridays at 8, and 3.)
10. Matinees Saturdays and Sunday

Singin* in the Rain—Whatcouldbe more iz

TABLE OF CONTENT5
THE TALK OF THE TOWN .27
"WHAT DID WE DO WRONG?" Garrison Keillor 32
"THE FENCE PARTY" 36||g|
"DANCING WITH POETS" (POEM, 38 |||
AREPORTER AT LARGE (LUBAVITCHER HASIDIM-PART I) Us Harris 411| S
"THE NEW WORLD" (POEM, "/ / J||
"CATCH" (POEM, lofell
the ART WORLD Sanford Schwartz 10
BOOKS. . • John Lukacs H

briefly NOTED

COVER: Charles E. Martin

DRAWINGS; Stevenson, Vahan Shirvanian, Nurit
Henry Bernard Schoenbaum, Warren Miller, IMtiim,
Lorenz, Hank Blauste^ ^ Pr,ce, Prank Modell, Joseph Mirachi, MikgM
Stevens, Roz Chast, Richard Cltne, George Booth Ti

THE NEW YORKER
25 WEST 43RD STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036

(212) 840-3800

CHANGE OF ADDREJ5

change of address, sul^crib^s shojUd f<^ ||||In ordering a
and new addresser with Zip Codes. If possible, please send the address labe.'rron, a" recent issie.

The New Yorker (ISSN 0028-792X), published weekly by The New Yorker Magazine, Greenstein, Sam R. Spoto, Sc?i F
rhairman; Steven T. Florio, president &publisher; Jonathan E. Newhouse, exerative vi«-pr<»tot, jjasl Wacker Drive, Chicago, 111 6060T 4? n
iiresidenis. Elaine M. Matieo, treasurer &secretary; Stuart H. Jason, comptroller. Branch "dvertmng offiM • ^ j. fcrrace. Suite 180, Atlanta Ga •S'
Pl'ice SanFrancisco, Calif. 94133; Suite 2360, 5900 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90036; 400 , .goj Second-class postage paidat^;^nm St.. Boston! Mass. 02108. 19 South Audley Su London, WIY SDN. V^XI. No. 30, Septemto 1^1985. ^rm
amla. .his periodical may ^e reproduced «^thSi/IISilS:



a^-';--Xrf5!#tJ33JS^sfe?^r;'
:i.--i:;--;. . j;-;t .; •::r^ - • ; :,.i - :'• •• ,,;«?

ri ' I"'^ ^ .•

mmssmmt*"

:• ••' •
" • --MfPiiti;

,• •••si' J"."; l:-'-'- - •,-<.••- !•' -U' • • '
'j. .:,..,:v':- i, ,V ' '• •-

\ l..;'-' '^iV^'inV' - -"K"
•' '>'" ji'"'.--' . ;.''' 't'' I..-.;:' , 'k : ' ' ' •'.' I' . '.' • i-. -. • . "• i.: "-•. : . .;!;;:'!^;^"'''

: .vfe ; -r- .•
--•:•'• .i'- :v.r;^.yT;27't5|Wr: ' '• ' '; I"/; X:!
J ..i . Z i"' •-'
' ;• ) -M C; ,' ..•.>f;a-::^<<^:'' "ii;

^-^msmm
•1 • •' - w;... • •

-I ..-^ •.,-, . .r.

•.• ' -• •• i'-i-'j'. ' • -'.v;->-s;

^ • r .T"' "". • ••

^mmm

•"•w- I/'", -J I'l . ; *«
""*_-.^T" •».'*' ." ' • •". *

• "" ' - ••• r--V

I f' • •;• ... '

,v^ ,

mmmm£m.x^^mA

mwmmiimmmm
?®«;plaiiiiEiv ::: ;
pS^apSiHsS'-^ipSWili^^ /

f:::!' ' r • - mwm

^ ••S^iKi: iiy
\:up '•:. ••

zA'̂ V V. ^

•t^- .•» . • -'.: • - •'• •-'•<§%•'.<

rnim^mm

iillliiliili'
imwmms:


