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Seeing atoms

A series of advances has led to mi-
croscopes that can see ap atom
whose diameter is four billionths of

an inch. These devices, the scan-
ning tunneling microscope and the
atomic force microscope, enable sci-
entists for the first time not only to
map a surface’s atomic structure,
but explore electronic Properties

of atoms individually. Page 102
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Super microscope
shows basic building blocks
of the universe
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