Like an enthusiast’s version of “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice,” we read the incantation to
create a roadster renaissance, and the world’s carmakers are delivering a delicious
saturation of breezy convertibles. Mitsubishi has even revived the retractable hardtop—
our Road Test of the 3000GT Spyder VR~4 begins on page 68. Also in this issue: our
Road Test of Acura’s sophisticated 2.5 TL sedan and a Salon of an Indianapolis 500

winner ﬁ'om 80 years ago.

ROADSTERS REVISITED [ o

68 Mitsubishi 3000GT Spyder VR-4—Little Miss Muffet, your car is ready
78 Alfa Romeo GTV & Spider—front-drive, Twin Spark twin sparks from Alfa
81 Fiat Barchetta—a top-down tease from Fiat that's sure to fire U.S. longings
82 Renault Spider—Paul Frére casts his vote for the sports car of tomorrow
84 MGF—fresh air from Abingdon: how the latest MG roadster got its good looks
86 Caterham 21—a worthy stablemate to Caterham’s venerable Super 7

89 TVR Chimaera—a V-8 British roadster with performance and styling bite
90 Ginetta G33—from their cottage in Sheffield, England, to yours in the States

RoAD TESTS

99 1996 Acura 2.5TL—hot coffee or warm milk? Acura s replacement for its

_—

10 Volkswagen Cabrio—the “Chick’s Car” comes of age: What can you say
1 about a car that seems to be carrying its own Beach Boys soundtrack?

FiRsT DRIVES .

57 BMW M3 Lightweight—this minimalist M3 comes stripped down and
ready to heel-and-toe the line at a racetrack (or street brawl) near you

1996 Buick Riviera—this 240-bhp supercharged-V-6 alternative to the
61 V-8 Mark VIll meets its rival from Lincoln for thousands of dollars less

Audi Ad—the next step up the evolutionary ladder turns the Audi 80
65 into the A4, a small sedan with a technical pedigree and an AAA rating

FEATURES .

Long-Term Tests: Mazda Milleni
106 30 in style: Two cars in our long-term
Salon: 1914 Mercedes Grand Prix Rennwagen—speeds are up
118 (89 versus 230 mph), but the magic of being an Indy winner has not lessened |
Long-Term Wrapup: Saab 900SE—our year in the 900 was punctuated |
140 by extended stays in California and Wisconsin, plus a few trips to the dealer

fleet rack past the 30,000-mile mark

TECHNICAL . DEPARTMENTS
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COMPETITION 41 Years Ago 162 Showcase

152 Tech Tidbits 167 Market Place
154 Road Test Summary 170'PS

26A Dramatic Debut—Rob Walker recalls his baptism as a team owner into
1 the waters of Championship F1 racing: the 1957 Grand Prix of Monaco
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19 Miscellaneous Ramblings—Steve Millen is ailing, but he’s getting better; coas proros s sorm ua,

DAVID TAYLOR, GUY SPANGENBERG

John Lamm won the 1994 Ken Purdy Award, and he’s getting better too s

side Glances—sports cars, skiing and jazz: Were these the three sides of

34a symbolic triangle of postgrad cool in the Sixties, or a recipe for pure joy?
Ampersand—future Ford Probes, a possible Riley renaissance, the stars

44 of the Seoul auto show, and Sylvester Stallone’s “Judge Dredd” Land Rover

About the Sport—Iindy 500, 1995: And it is written: Thou shalt not pass

142 the pace car. Also, GP race news from San Marino and Spain
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