CORRESPONDENCE

EDGAR’S “REVOLUTIONARY TC"

John Edgar’s “Revolutionary TC” is truly rev-
olutionary. One feature you didn't mention is
the changeable right or left hand steering. Is
this to confuse competing drivers or is it pos;
sible your cover negative is printed backwards ?

Sandusky, Ohio Mrs. Suzanne Dietrich

January cover should be viewed with the aid
of a mirror.—Ed.

#opD LOOKING AUTO WITH THREE WHEELS"

ar s 3 Iho ral pic-
In your January issue I noticed several D)
tures of the Morgan, an odd looking auto with

three wheels.

scen pictures of the first

Perhaps you have

el
American Scootmobile in some of the nation’s

4 i is similar
top periodicals. Its basic princxplﬁs :ngine o

n except for having ’
meﬂ;‘:agor%‘ie 1952 version is & slick l;):k;r;g
sport convertible. Té\is l%gienee.f:o:o;t:;eed 2

-cylinder e ’
g l'}zax?c{) rzurcxghar:) ‘miles on a gallon of gas.
65Ax:1p sending a photo of myl.ne.vtvest success.
i i r is very limited. .
Pmducu?t? i(;nt;};)lisc:la of American design with
thz;t.A.nderson touch in torpedo styling.

Owosso, Michigan Norman H. Anderson

JAGUAR XK-120 vs CHRYSLER SARATOGA

1 tried a “drag” with my XK-lZQVam‘l n:
friend’s Saratoga - Chrysler. Out_ of fne‘. wté
he held me three times and lead me t“.l(E‘e )
ixty. My car is in good condition and %UAIC y
h-l' "k except for u semi-open exhaust system.
bt(li:cnow‘how to get the best out of my car and
{mvo participated in several airport races with

erood results. 3
Ontario, Canada
ag needs a tune-up.—Ed.

Your J
DEEP, DARK, DISMAL, END!.EISS SW;;MI;:S
rarding the delightful article on the Cun-
nirlxigeﬁ’:rlru, "g‘Lost Boyt;" ilotgd ;n;iug‘xf'zsl;rgén;hi%i
in!
by Jeryy Chesebrough. It g
b, made a tragic error tha I
Efel‘.eli%ot};?isLouisianian cax;‘ let alui by; \;]rix::gtl}c‘z%&
ry gives a paragraph over to elling W
oo, Sabbachind 1%, R, S s
i to race the three U ]
Ellr:?l(?woods of Louisiana.” I'm not deger’x'dmg the
«calobber-head” here, but “backwoods’ . e
5 man, never say woods when deéscribing th

George N. Seabrooke

B0 infi The word I8
ra- 'ma of Louisiana!

te”:;xl)gf:ug;ep, dark, dismal, endless, trackless
Y s-?;vz:mns. So much for that!

i La. Buddy Floyd

New Orleans,
OVERDRIVE SWITCH WARNING

the Ford Dynamatic fan (re:
we have just installed one on
aking any other chz;]nge:’sé
i Mercury agent says that i
I;:lllce(zllnon (i’m'ds thru ’51 by replac-
eys with their '49 Ford

In reference to
Jan. 1952 R&T),
o '49 Ford without m
The local

ay be 1ns
ms,fythe rest of the pull
d terpart.
LOlImwould like to rep
“overdrive switch.
switeh) T found m

ort my experience \.vith an
After installing it (the
any more é)leasu;q? t}g ll>e
i -drive until, one day while back-
had WI:ho?v%(;“‘(lh'iveway, I slipped the gear
i?fftoluever into neutral whi]ehthbqt)cur T“}’]“S 2t1(;l
ST P i a bad habit). e o.d.
rnl}mg (a:in;glt]ed]lz overdrive from a previous
s“‘ntchwgzzz; B . the Lincoln c.nmetgo
b ok he st completely destroying .the
" qm?‘k:htdrl;n:rlnr?szion. That Tittle mistake cost
Over'dI“voLst §€200. After examining phe qverdnvc
e ‘cln:sslon I can. see .that.using Jdt as a
?"{ml’}? idel"” is a practice most definitely not
hllb"ul'ecd}nrﬁe_ﬁdecl. ‘Several "first class m{:-
t?: i?:s have made this very same statem_%n}t] to
fneanAllways make sure that the o.d. switch 1s
not. in overdrive when bﬂckmfz. &
Tampa, Florida Dick McMaster, Jr.
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HORSEPOWER RACE

For 1952, Chrysler continues with 180
hp. Not to be outdone., Cadillac has an-
nounced a boost to 190 hp. DeSoto, with
a 160 hp V-8, competes with Oldsmobile’s
increased (to 160) horsepower. Ford,
Mercury, Nash and almost all the others
boast greater power under the hood. Why
didn’t they reduce engine size, utilizing
the efficiency gain to obtain the same hp,
with less fuel consumption and weight?

The engines are all good, that no one
will deny. However, in the battle for
greater power outputs, chassis and body
designs are sadly neglected. Some models
are definitely poorer handling than their
ten year old predecessors.

Body design has fallen far behind en-
gine advances. Some of the cars may be
beautiful “things” but they are not beau-
tiful cars. Style takes the place of design.

Wheels are still covered with fender
skirts—for no logical reason. The design-
ers have raised the fenders so that the
new lower hoods appear lower than they
are . . . and the raised fenders obscure
the driver’s road vision.

It is hoped that the interest stirred by
new engines may lead to new cars . . .
completely new, and better.

ITALIAN INFLUENCE

The effect of Italian influence on the
American automotive scene seems to be
increasing all the time. Already publi-
cized are the Ghia-Chrysler and the
Farina-Nash tie-ups. Some other deals
are “cooking” which will emphasize this
influence still further. In the racing field,
the Ferrari entries at Indianapolis may
be as much of a bombshell as were the
Maserati in the pre-war 500s.

In the opposite direction, it must be
admitted that American influence has
affected the automotive industry of
Europe tc no small extent. Among the
items apparently adopted from American
practice are rugged bumpers, wrap-
around rear windows (hard-tops) and in-
creased seating capacity (in some cases).
Undeniably, America has also pioneered
the mass-produced automatic transmis-
sion, and the Europeans are sure to
follow along this general direction and
gei};aps give us a few new ideas in this

eld.

All considered, the situation is a
healthy one for both schools of design,
and progress toward better all-around
cars is inevitable on both sides of the
Atlantic.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

February 17 Argentina, President Péror”i‘ Race
22-25 Italy, Sestrieres Rally
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14 Great Britain, Goodwood Races
14 France, Pau Grand Prix
20 Italy, San Remo Grand Prix
20 U.S.A., Pebble Beach Road Race
27 France, Marseilles Grand Prix
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