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62 awd Subaru with attitude; too bad there's no boost to back up the boast
A A Nissan Altima SE-the second timearound, the Altima loses its baby fat,
DU outgrows its original sheet metal and gains a significant price advantage

Features
•jQ Porsche 911 GTl Strasseversion-^McLaren Fl, move over; there's anew
/ O sheriff in town. Paul Frere drives and analyzes the ultimate road-going 911
MThe Lotus Position-from its uncertain days with Artioli to its current, seem

ingly stable position with Malaysian owners, the fabled marque forges ahead

1ni Ow®' Survey: 1993-1996 Nissan Altima-desp/te some dissatisfac-
lUl tion with Nissan dealers and fuel mileage, Altima owners are acontented lot
10Q 1954-Denn/s Hoyt's stunning depiction ofa Mercedes-Benz W196 onIzn the banking atAVUS puts apositive spin on the term "wooden expression"

10A Salon: Pierson Brothers' Coupe-/Y was an era when flat-tops and flat-
loU heads ruled; speed was king. We return to visit the definitive dry-lakes hot rod
,fAQ Long-Term Wrapup; Porsche 911Carrera-parting is such sweet
1JO sorrow-especially when it involves our beloved long-term 911
^ Where Everyone Knows Your Name—wa/Zs can't talk. Fortunately, Sam
ItZ Posey can, with tales of camaraderie and competition from the Indy motel

CpMPETITiON
•I ni* 1-Mile BuIlrings-just how different-or how alike-are the open-
lUb wheel cars from CART and IRL? Derek Daly offers this seat-of-the-pants report

Columns
.||t Miscellaneous Rambiings-our Editor-in-Chief on the next~Miata, well-
Ib earned celebrations and avoiding eye contact with police in the Mille Miglla
AM Side Glances-f/7e dreaded Murphy is back, and his law-simplified over the

0 J years to "If something can go wrong, ItwiH"-has targeted Peter Egan's garage
mA Ampersand-/?;7ey &Scottcrafts a carbon-fiber roadrocket; ourfirst official

photos oftheupcoming Porsche 911; andlife with Honda's electric EV Plus

1 yi7 About the Sport-Moore and Blundell go to the winner's circle in CART;
14/ Foyt and Luyendyk go to the mat in IRL; and Schuey shines in Formula 1

:i

i

LUME 49, NUMBER 1

The lineup this month reads like the Who's Who ofhorsepower. Pickyourpoison: a lightly
disguised endurance-racing Porschefor thestreet, the 911 GTl Strasseversion; thecat-
quick, astonishingly agile Lotus Elise; the timeless, rejuvenatedLotus Esprit V8; orthe

convertible version ofAmerica's sports car, thefifth-geiieration Corvette. Elsewhere in the
issue, readaboutMercedes' newAlabama-builtsportute, theML320, andthenew Pon-
tiac Firebird, now with Corvettepower. And ifit's competition that truly quickensyour

Road Tests pulse, turn to Derek Daly's CART/IRL car comparison, "Into the 1-Mile Bullrings."
Chevrolet Corvette Convertible-a folding top adds an appealing new E^.
wrinkle to the C5 Corvette, the latest, quickest iteration ofAmerica's sports car

Lotus Ellse-...and for something altogether lighter and more nimble, Lotus
presents the Elise, a car that would have Colin Chapman beaming inapproval

Lotus Esprit VO-now with twice the numberofcylinders and turbos, this
timeless, exotic wedge strengthensits considerable gripon supercarstatus

First Prives
Pontiac ruebird-subtiety, thy name is not Firebird. With the Corvette's
engine and boldnewbodywork, Pontiac's F-carismore in-your-face than ever

Mercedes-Benz ML320-into uncharted waters,Mercedessets sail (or is
that "sale"?) with a $35,000 Alabama-built independently suspendedSUV

Subaru Impreza 2.5 RS-a dash of international rallyflairmakes for an

1
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27 Letters to the Editor 176 Road Test Summary

38 Years Ago 179 Showcase

168 Technical Correspondence 184 Market Place

170 Time & Place
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