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can later use the master dummy round
to adjust seating depth for the bullet
you used earlier.

Marked master rounds make die
adjustments easy, simple, take the
guesswork and trial and error out of
bullet seating stem adjusting.

A few years ago I was on a grizzly
hunt. My guide was a first rate gun nut
and reloader and our conversations
centered mostly, but not exclusively,
around guns and shooting. We had
been looking for a good boar and
toward the shank end of the second day
we almost bumped heads with a sow
and her two cubs. We beat a hasty
retreat and headed back to camp.

My guide was carrying a 7mm Rem
ington Magnum with Nosier bulleted
reloads. I was using a .340 Weatherby,
also stuffed with reloads.

On the way to camp, we heard
wolves howling from the river bed and
we were hoping that one of them would
offer us a shot. The wind was in our

favor, there was just enough shooting
light, and we were only about 300
yards from our tent. My guide was a
few steps in front of me and on my left
so that both of us could swing on a
target of opportunity.

Suddenly he swung his rifle up.
could see him track a dark shadow in
the bush and then, instead of the crash
of the Big Seven, there was a click as
the firing pin hit the primer and then the
muted detonation of the primer.

My guide's face and his fluent stream
of Anglo-Saxon profanity was too much
for me — I burst out laughing. Of
course, it would not have been funny
if he had backed me up on a botched-
up shot at the grizzly we had been
seeking — and this was the round he
had been carrying in the chamber for
the past two days!

After chow we looked over his box

of 18 reloads. Three of them, by weight
guesstimate, didn't contain any powder.
We pounded the neck of those cases
on a rock, loosing the bullets — not
a grain of powder! One fast glance at
the cases before bullet seating could
have prevented that dud and possible
tragedy in the Yukon bush.

Double charges in rifle cases are
rare, but are too frequent in handgun
ammo. While shooting the NRA pistol
course some years ago, a late arrival
at the far end of the firing line blew a
fine target .38 Spl. to bits.

More than half his remaining loads
contained double charges. A section
of the cylinder was imbedded in the
wooden wall of the clubhouse, the
other parts of the gun were never
found, and miraculously, the guy was
only shook up.

Moral: check your loads — before
and after you seat your bullets!
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