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A Letter from the Publisher

T he frenzied pace of working on cover stories is nothing new
to Simonetta Toraldo, picture researcher and administrative
assistant for TIME’s Rome bureau. The day after she started
work there in 1963, the beloved Pope John XXIII died, necessi-
tating a late-starting cover; last
May, Toraldo scored another suc-
cess, obtaining an exclusive shot,
from an amateur photographer, of |
the gravely wounded John Paul II
in the arms of an aide in St. Peter’s
Square. It became the cover photo.

For this week’s far more cheer-
ful cover story—Fashion Designer
Giorgio Armani—Toraldo helped
TIME to yet another photographic
coup. Already acquainted with the
Milanese designer, having inter-
viewed him for previous TIME sto-
ries, Toraldo reached an under-
standing with Armani for exclusive pictures of his new
fall-winter collection, on condition that their arrangement be
kept secret. During her hectic days with Armani’s people, orga-
nizing the photo coverage, she swore all involved to secrecy, in-
venting cover stories for her real mission. To no avail; no sooner
had she returned to Rome than Milan’s prestigious daily,
Corriere della Sera, reported TIME's plans.

Rome Bureau Chief Wilton Wynn, who interviewed
Armani at length for the story, was grateful for Toraldo’s help.
Says he: ‘I would never have volunteered to report a fashion
cover story if Simo had not been in Milan to help us pull it off.”
Contributor Jay Cocks, who wrote the cover story after return-
ing from his own trip to Milan, agrees. “She is a very collected
person,” he says. “She juggled the photogrgphers’ schedules,
handled translations and reported
in meticulous detail on the new
| fashions. She even found time to
| help me buy a pair of sneakers like
- Armani’s.” Returning the compli-
ment, Armani tried on Cocks’
well-worn, five-year-old Armani
| sports jacket. “He examined it
with total objectivity, as if it were
someone else’s creation, and he
! seemed to decide he liked it,”
reports Cocks.

Reporter-Researcher Georgia
Harbison, who reported on the Mi-
lan designer’s considerable impact
on the New York fashion scene, regrets that she owns no Armani
originals. Her one “genuine” Armani is a small sample of his
soon-to-be released line of perfume. Says Harbison: “I've been
wearing it all through my work on this story, to inspire me.”
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Cover: [talian De-
signer Giorgio Ar-
mani has worked a
revolution not only in
the way people wear
clothes and look in
them, but in how they
think about them as
well. For high fash-
ion, it is a whole new
wrinkle. See LIVING.
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World: A born-again
general takes over a
coup in Guatemala.

> El Salvador’s divi-
sions are accentuated
by its election. » Tur-
moil breaks out on the
West Bank. » Roy
Jenkins’ victory

American Scene

The Old Boys of
Spring follow their
team south like super-
annuated groupies, all
for the sweet sound of
ball against bat.
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Cinema

A gory, sexy, solemn
new version of the old
horror classic Cat
People displays Nas-
tassia Kinski’s pelt
but not her talents.

16

Nation

Signs of flexibility in
U.S. policy on Central
America. » Stalled on
START. > Are the So-
viets using chemical
weapons?
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Show Business
Norman Mailer,
Jerzy Kosinski and
George Plimpton are
going from typewriter
to type casting as Hol-
lywood author-actors.

Economy & Business
Detroit heads down a
new road with the lat-
est GM and Ford la-
bor agreements.

» The U.S. savings
rate continues to slide.
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Books

Isaac Bashevis Sing-
er’s collected stories
still enchant. » Anne
Tyler’s Dinner at the
Homesick Restaurant
is delicious.

10

Reagan’s Worries: A
new TIME poll shows
declining faith in the
President and wide
resistance to many of
his policies. Presiden-
tial rhetoric softens as

" Reagan tries to
| change his image as

boosts Britain’s Social an uncaring Scrooge.
Democrats. See NATION.
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Space Sexes Music

The space shuttle Cop- Why are there so few  Neglected for two
lumbia makes a rec- women in fire depart- centuries, the spar-
ord third voyage into  ments? Ralph and kling operas of Joseph
orbit but is plagued by Wanda argue about Haydn are beginning
asuccession of exas-  sexism and upper- to come back, both on
perating glitches. body strength. records and onstage.
80 82 2 Letters

Sport Essay 57 Press

In the fattest TV deal He wholendsout his 59 Milestones

ever, N.EL. owners books to others is kind 73 People

get $2 billion from the
networks. For their
part, the players are
talking strike.

and generous, giving
and sharing, a friend
oflearning, and a
genuine fool.
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