
A LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

"Textbooks are becoming obsolete; things are happening so quick
ly." So says Brian J. Brown, editor of the Time Education Program,
through which 130,000 high school and junior college students are
using Time in the classroom. In addition, their 5,000 teachers re
ceive free each month a bundle of supplementary educational ma
terials—pamphlets, charts and maps—designed to make social sci
ence and humanities curriculums as up to the minute as possible.

Each month's packet of materials centers around a theme. "We
play editorial roulette," says Brown. "We try toanticipate what's go
ingto be hot."Sometimes it isuncanny how hot the subject can be A
pamphlet entitled "U.S. Prisons: Schools for Crime" was published in
September 1971, justtwo weeks before the Attica revolt. Other timely
topics have been impeachment and women's Uberation, as weU as
Ughter subjects like "body language" and the Beatles' lyrics. After de
scribing a bloodless coup in Bolivia, one pamphlet suggested that stu
dents analyze the power structure of their schools as ifthey were going
" ~ to stage a coup of their own

Several principals were less
thanenthusiastic about this

111 " -Bl I S^^pP^ '̂̂ -a'thoughnosuc-•• • cessful student takeovers
•• 7^ reported.
n B .Thesupplementaryma-
'1; tenals prepared by BrownResearcher Elizabeth Ru-

dulph, and occasionally by
Time writers, aregeared to
ward the teacher, but the
pamphlets also contain se-
l^tions designed to be du-
phcated and distributed to
students as weU. Ayear agoBrown mstituted Frae
menu, a magazme to which

ute poetry, cartoons, and answers to queSS'l^? "'n
with aUmversity of Massachusetts professor th^ 'thp
tem is the most destructive, demeaning and pointlew^v®^^- ®
ican education'?" (Most students agreel

Brown, a graduate of St. Francis CoUege in Loretto P.
for newspapers, wrote poUtical speeches and madri^L •
umentanes before commg to head the Time FHnn f ° *^oe-1967. He has also taught English litStJe at PuS o"
Hunter College Rrnwn fnrth«,. Universitv

ELIZABETH RUDULPH &BRIAN BROWN

- .. — uieraiure at PnrdiiA tt • ui

Hunter College. Brown further broadens his bacWrr^ties up ideas-by visiting students in schoofs aroundTe"'̂ ~~^
SDrina. "The kids tndav i..c» : ^'^'hecountrv
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