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TIME, SEPTEMBER 13, 1968

A letter from the PUBLISHER

VE always had a healthy wariness
of athletes," says Time's Detroit

Correspondent Joseph Kane. "Per
haps it's their size, but I'm always
afraid that a question about their
shortcomings will bring a punch in
the nose."

Since he was responsible for the
bulk of the reporting on Detroit
Pitcher Denny McLain, this week's
cover subject, Kane had ample op
portunity to test his theory. It proved
to he unfounded. Kane's big prob
lem was not belligerence; it was en
tirely a matter of timing. McLain
kept moving so fast that Kane hard
ly had a chance to ask ail the nec
essary questions. Kane found him.seif
taking notes while chatting at the
water fountain in the Tiger dugout,
while chasing his man through hotel
lobbies, in between sessions at a tele
vision studio and on the warm-up
mound in the stadium bullpen. His
biggest break came when the brakes
locked on a plane that was bringing
the Tiger star from Boston to New
York. McLain fumed at the delay,
but there he was—trapped in the
cabin with Kane for one long hour,
with nothing to do except talk about
himself.

Kane found the three weeks he
spent traveling with the Tigers a
kind of on-the-job vacation. As a
bail fan who grew up in Washington,
D.C., and learned the game by watch
ing the ever-losing Senators, he
found it pleasant to be with a win
ner for a change. "While my asso
ciates were involved with more se
rious problems—convention cover
age and urban warfare—I was ut
terly consumed with baseball. I sat
through some fifteen ball games, in
cluding a doubleheader that had a
19-inning second game. I was never
bored for a minute,"

The winning ways of McLain and
his teammates were no less pleasant
for Cover Writer Charles Parmiter
and Senior Editor George Daniels.
Sport figures have a way of stum

bling embarrassingly just as a big
story is going to press. Denny Mc
Lain and the Tigers never gave the
Time Sport staff a moment's worry.

Each year Time's Education Pro
gram for high school students and
teachers grows in scope and popu
larity. More than 2.5 million stu
dents took the Time Current Affairs
Test last year, and more than 6,000
teachers in U.S. and Canadian
schools now make use of Time and
its classroom aids: wall charts and
maps, vocabulary lists and the week
ly Teachers' Guide to Time.

This year, in addition to Time's so
cial studies program, the Education
Department is providing a new En
glish Program, based not only on
Time's news reporting but on its crit
icism and Essays. Also in preparation
for the new school term is a compre
hensive teacher's guide to the civil
rights movement in the U.S., a de
tailed study map of Eastern Europe
and a guide chart to pivotal U.S.
elections in the 20th century. Inqui
ries should be sent to Time Educa
tion Program, P.O. Box 870, Radio
City Station, New York, N.Y. 10019.
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