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yWallace H. Terry II is hardly a
** stranger to racial tensions. As a

Time correspondent since 1963, he
has covered the riots, marches and
other news in Los Angeles, Detroit,
Birmingham, Jackson, Miss., and
Danville, Va. Five years ago in Har
lem, where he was born in 1938, a
brick slammed into Terry's chest and
left him gasping on the pavement.
In 1963, he was with Medgar Evers
the night before Evers was killed at
his home in Jackson. For the past
22 months, Terry has been in our Sai
gon bureau, reporting the war in
Viet Nam. Yet of all his assignments,
says Terry, "the most fascinating
—and in some ways frustrating—was
reporting the new black militancy in
Viet Nam for our story this week.
The subject is clearly one of the mil
itary's touchiest."

To determine how widespread ra
cial problems really are, Terry spent
six months covering U.S. units in
the field, traveling from the Demil
itarized Zone in the north to Dong
Tam in the Delta. Says Terry, "These
travels were often unofficially dis
couraged. In many places, white of
ficers and sergeants looked on sus
piciously as 1 drank, ate or talked
with black Marines, soldiers and sail
ors in their barracks, mess halls, tanks
and foxholes." One black Army ser
geant major urged him to tone down
his Afro hair style before he met
the troops; Terry discovered that the
sergeant had ordered his men to cut
their hair before the "Time man"
came to talk to them. Nevertheless
Terry interviewed well over 400
blacks; he talked with jet pilots who
took him along on their strike mis
sions, with airborne troops who car
ried him into the A Shau Valley

assault that led to Hamburger Hill,
with Marines on patrol in the DMZ,
with the first black Army general of
this war and with a black battalion
commander who choppered him into
firefights.

Nowhere did Terry hear that black
militancy has reduced the combat ef
fectiveness of either black or white
troops But, says Terry, "the military
IS dealing with a different breed of
blacks from those I interviewed in
Viet Nam tor a Time cover stoJJ
more than two years ago
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