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ALetter from the Publisher
III started reporting on the automobile industry th. h t
" • nved here," says Detroit Bureau Chief BSrettand I won't stop until the day I leave Such is iht i . r^"^an,
bureau chiefs." Seaman was posted to ^®'roit
Detroit two years ago. Since then Time
hasdevoted 61 stories to the troubled au
tomobile makers. For this week's cover
story on the present plight and future
prospects of the nation's most important
industry, Seaman could draw on familiar
sources, including the top executives of
General Motors, Ford andChrysler. One
whom he knows especially well: Chrysler
Chairman Lee lacocca. Seaman isthe co
author ofa forthcoming book on theaU-
ing auto firm and its new chief. Last year
he brought the ebullient executive to
New York City to meet with Time's
editors.

Mbnesots drinking and Ella Fitzgerald sin^l^
creating nosi^i^- billiard tricks, or Glenn Miller^sales claims offen rnerchandising was razzle-darf '̂
"The typical li and heady." Not so mTo».
an hour in a Preview." says clicked, hot hotel salon facing a phalanx

- - smiling engineers." But Reingold ad
'Even without theglamour this is a

opportunity to investigate how '.
anese are rewriting the book on Ih'
American of modern industries

Staff Writer Alexander Tayw;
Wrote the cover story in New
an old auto-industry hand. He was
ness reporter for the Detroit
before joining Time seven lool;
To prepare for this week's story-
a trip back to his old haunts, join'̂ tie'
^an and Correspondent ^
Redman for interviews with ^filit
He drove around for a day -ca""'
first K-cars, the front-wheel-on

howT"-^ ^fortunes ^ Chrysler hopes will
and .u° better Says Taylor: "Detroit is' ^hey drive better'rh 1°°'̂ ^^^Incker '

r. The price tags, though, are ashocx

Chrysler':Tokyo Bureau Chief Edwin Rein-
gold s report on the rival Japanese auto inn
from a umque perspective. He was Detroh ^ Written
seven years and now isable to study firsts, chief r
hest commercial competitors. There are nm deaH*^
style, he reports: "Detroit's press prev'ews^^*' ^ifferenS,^^
trated hke TV spectaculars, with carefuUy Orcfiej
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in New York
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