IF THINGS have been dull for you latfaly
and a great deal of controversial gabbing
is what you long for—toss in two words—
“war” and “mother” and then roll up your
mental sleeves and prepare for action.
That’s what we did. We published Helen
Sloan Stetson’s article, “Dear Mother,” pre-
sumably a son’s letter to his mother befo;e
going to war. Some of “our readers liked it,
some didn’t. Everyone’s blood pressure seems
to have returned to normal now but maybe
you'd like a little stimulation. Oh, come on
now—be fair. If you didn’t like the article
read the comments of the readers who did,
and if you did like it, why not stir up the
brain cel's and see how the other half thinks?

“Can’t you give us a series of ‘lovely
ladies’ articles? The ‘Dear M
is a real contribution toward feming
attitudes and activities. ] ; yel
ladies oh-so-charming and o0he80-crac 1S
couldn’t bear to hear about 1gl g ape
penings, we are now face to.face with the
most awful ugliness that car HeriM m

kind. Realists’ voices were suenced. Hush-
hush words held full sway. Less loveliness
and more mental honesty might have saved
the nation from such slaughterings and cruel
sufferings as we’re now getting in this war,
-« . Of course, our males back the women
up, encourage them, are part of al] practices
of shrinking from the truth. The schools of
mental dishonesty are many and big—also,
coeducational, However, this can't excuse
the female sex for having mental delinquency

habits —Mrs, A Lyon, Pennsylvania,
‘ And here is another reader who liked
. “T have just read ‘Dear Mother’ and I
do feel we should all thank you and Mrs,
Stetson for jt. A homemaker’s first instinct
S0 fatally often is to try to shut out the
woﬂrild and its problems, o wall out the con-
fUD‘JOH, the terror ang hurt of today’s
igtrefit )dlsaster, and to pretend fiercely that
aga‘;:’. Lwi-bl?r%ri? »:e Elge allowed to do it
o ruins: iy iv%en?? ‘cr generation down
Please give us morc} }?E}Irs e o
ruard, apap 1% artfc €5 to keep us on
1’3““@5~”~Monim );Ir nemer}dous responsi-
Now that You've ro)l?bls, ‘\OH,}} Ca‘{olina,
We go for some it “I({ SZT’IL‘ pros here
ing when yoy Dubli:h ~eddy? “Poor select-
S such trash as ‘Dear
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Mother.” No doubt he is one in a million
that inspired mother to write such junl.c.
My boy went away without a sneer on his
face, without blaming his mother or his

veteran dad for what he has to face, My -

boy went away to fight for America, mis-
takes or no mistakes, He figured that when
trouble arose ten blocks away there was no
use in calling a cop ten miles away to settle
things but it looks like that’s what hap-
pened.”—A, J. Freeman, California,

“That special little article ‘Dear Mother,’
instead of being listed under ‘Inspirational’
should have been listed under ‘Propaganda.’
‘John’ seems to think he has found the solu-
tion to the problem of war but if his ideas
are followed we shall he involved ¢

MereMarticam:

3 pre I it
ing thé suth b peYSistafice Awill wWin. {RhE
C d pwar 1s Talth daid as Leorge

Washington said, ‘eterna] vigilance is the
price of Liberty.? Half-truths uttered by
‘Jobn’ are more vicious thap outright lies,
Unless you wish to get into a rea] discussion
of our involvement in foreign wars (which
would have to be postponed until this war
is over), please confine your articles to home
decorations, gardens, ete.”—Mrs, BJIIREA
Boersig, Ohio,

One more on “Deay Mother” and then
we get to other article - discussiong, “Is it
necessary to sugar-coat truth to make it
digestible for adult readers? And isn’t it

sort of Super-wisdom
of modern youth—youth, if one were to

take the letter signed ‘John’ 45 , sample
that plainly shows it has ng clear under.’
standing of the past, s badly muddleq on
today, and has little o 10 perspective gp
the future? The small Part of truth tpyy
comes. through to any of ys should pe
shucked of al moth-eaten sentimentality-
it should he stripped of a]] peeling gilt ami
above 3}1 it should be sayed from the ’rorn-
SYrup dippings it so often ets whe i

handled by self-righteoys y%)uth. i e
most that any parent
Is to assure them th
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