THE PERFECT ISSUE

|

INSIDE
8 THETRUTH 16200M
Tennis needs Rafa. Learning to be a bull
By Howard Bryant rider the hard way.
10 VOICES 108 THEFIX

Lessons of Lance and
Manti. By Tim Keown

14700M
Prepping the

superpipe for Winter X.

Hockey is greater than
the NHL. By Chris Jones

Philip Humber
hadjust 11
wins before

pitching @
perfectgame,
the second
fewestin MLB

history.

PLAYBOOH

FEATURES

19 COLLEGE FOOTBALL
How three schools
shook up signing day.

24 NBA
Cruising to the Oracle
with Stephen Curry.

26 NBA
Josh Smith talks free

agency and iPad minis.

28 NHL

Stats say Sid's Pens
are the team to beat.

JEFF wiLson

e

32 COLLEGE BASHETBALL
|s Marcus Smart a
can't-miss prospect?

34 COLLECTION
The man with the most
Super Bawl rings.

36 FANDOM
Tweeting Peyton ...
Brady ... Messi ... MJ.

39 THE PERFECT ISSUE

We went in search of perfection
across sports. While we fell short
mare than once, we learned

that the pursuit matters most.

40 THE LONG DRIVE TO BOURBON STREET
Football Outsiders ran the metrics
to draw up the perfect drives for each
team heading to Super Bowl XLVII.

46 THE BOOK OF COACH

Bill Walsh’s 550-page tome haunts
one aspiring coach in search of
perfection. By Seth Wickersham

58 ISLAND OF MISFIT TOYS

A head case, a 35-year-old rookie,
Steve Novak! How are the Knicks
doing this? By Pablo S. Torre

66 SO CRAZY, IT JUST MIGHT WORK
Hunter Pence's swing ain‘t sweet.
But he and four other athletes are
imperfection at its finest.

74 STROKE OF MADNESS

Why has Tiger Woads, arguably
the best golfer ever, changed his
swing three times? By Scott Eden

86 DEGREES OF DIFFICULTY

We break down Tiger’s four swings,
frame by frame, to find out what
(other than the man) has changed.
By Sport Science and Scott T. Miller

88 UNCOMMON WEALTH

Briante Weber isn’t VCU's best
player—but he is a perfect

fit for Shaka Smart’s giant-killer
system. By Jordan Brenner

96 THE ENEMY OF GOOD

Philip Humber hasn't been the same
pitcher—or man—since he threw

a perfect game. By Sam Miller

ESPN The Maogazine 02/04/2013 5



FEBRUARY 4,2013 $5.99

$992-£2b5s MW STI0QVINNIK
S 3ANY HOLINIWOOTE a9
dINGH WEoN
£900 121 €8 #1/12289€1200M838

£00~-2%%A2H00 lOWHQB******##!*** CHSHNREH
|u'\l'|'l-\‘|‘\'|"l“vh'H'h“\""lm‘l“m\l“h\'\'m'



