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Exig'ht Jfloiitliis

tlie Cki'eat Cats

A color essay on the leopard in this issue is the first of a three-part
series on The Great Cats of .\frica—the leopard, cheetah and lion.
The series is the work of John Dominis, and its pictures have already
helped win him the 1966 title of Magazine Photographer of the Year.

In March, when we last reported on Dominis in this space, be was
photographing lions in the Serengeti plains in Tanzania. He made
three trips to Africa and stalked and photographed the cats for eight
months. Instead of photographing at random in the game preserves,
he devo,ted a special trip to each of the species. "I wasn't interested
in the usual animal portrait," he says. "I wanted to learn as niuch as
possible about how each one lived and played and hunted."

Dominis tackled the leopards first, and that trip was the roughest.
He assembled a safari in Lobatsi, Bots
wana, and struck off across llie Kalahari
desert. "Wc had two land cruisers and a

truck," he sajs, "ami we had to carry
our own gas, oil ami water. 'Phe going
was terrible. e sometimes made le.ss

than 10 miles a da). When one eniiser
broke an axle we sent the other back for
parts—ami by the lime we got to the
place where we made these pictures (pp.
36-51) we hail live vehicles in various
stages of collapse. Our safari was so
strung out across the desert that I had
to kill game to cat—and I'm no limitcr."
lie particularly admired tiic leopard for
its courage, cunning and independence.
"1 drove within a qnartcr mile of one
female tojjholograph l,er, but she spot
ted me and ran inliT a bush. 1 parked
three feet from the bush and still couldn't
see her. So 1 drove straight into the bush. I heard a sharp harking
sound and she charged the truck, hit the tire and fender, scratched
the side of the door and disappeared."

His second trip, to photograph the cheetah in Kenya's Amboscli
Game Park, was more comrorlahle. "1 I ad a cross-country car with a
hole in the roof anil camera mounts arounil it. 1 had tm assistant, a
cook and a camp hoy, and water was plentifiil." By his third trin
when he went toKenya's Kekorok Game Preserve to photograph lions'
Dominis' safari had shrunk to a truek and single driver named Jol
Mholu. This worked best of all. "The park officials would hel
find the lions," he sa) s, "and we'd simply stick with a priile from ih
until dusk. 1 needed some gooil pictures of a kill. White hum

kill pictures at liigh noon.
John Dominis brings back these observations: Th„ .

• l 'I I' • •not infallibly deadly. More than once he saw a lion mull • -1 ' ^
kill by ajjproaciiing its prey downwind or, after a lono st'df I lu
up to scratch its chin. More than once he saw aciiec'i ih'el''
herd of gnus and indecisively chase one calf al ter aiioil - ' "
scaUorcil. .\ll his picliiics of the cats were made in ifi'V
one. He found it impossihle to shoot a black ieop n-,]^-
natural surrounding, liis picture of ih.is animal 011 Vi jlnrk i
[)age 37 was made in the Pretoria Zoo in South \h- ' and o

gooil pici
this only happened in morning or evening, hut 1 think thev '
1 .".I '.1 1 I 11 r.. .1 I ... J ^uy this

DOMIiNIS AVITH LION CUB

liite hunters said
imk they s

hecau.se they'd rather have a cool beer iu the heat of the d-ix- 1
I :ii „i l,:„l " ' gut my

nea.

m

on

(/^A
Geokge p. Hunt
Managing Editor
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