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EDITORS’ NOTE

Unpack one-suiter,
repack two-suiter

What went on in the White House during the tense weeks before the
Vietnam bombing halt is shown in this week’s picture essay—as only
Yoichi Okamoto could have shown it. Okamoto is the official pres-
idential photographer, charged with recording history behind the
scenes.

In our Presidency issue, last July 5,when we published his essay on
life in the White House, the story was put together by an old friend of
Oke’s, our art director, Bernard Quint. Some time ago, when the first
rumors of a bombing halt were in the air, Bernie thought of Oke and
gave him a call. If Oke ever had any pictures on the background of
the halt, said Bernie, he would dearly love
to see them. When the halt was announced
he checked again. Oke said he had the pic- 7
tures. Bernie said he’d be at the White House Pt s
gates first thing next morning.

That evening Frank McCulloch, Washing-
ton bureau chief, was covering Nixon in New
York. His expertise was needed to put the
story-into shape, and he went to the capital
with Bernie. What followed was, even for the
fast-moving McCulloch, a remarkably hec-

tic week. He jotted down this log when he
got back:

FRIDAY. New York. Quint and I catch 7
a.m. shuttle to Washington. In White House
by 9:30. For six hours, without break, scan and edit thousands of pic-
ture frames. Winnow pile down to about 150 shots. Too late to get in-
formation for captions because President and staff have left for Texas
ranch. Also too late to turn story over to Cissy (deRosset MecQuade,
Lire White House correspondent) because she’s with the President’s
party. Only solution is to chase the President to Texas. Back to bu-
reau for some pressing chores that have built up over last two weeks.
Will grab morning flight to San Antonio. 7
SATURDAY. San Antonio. Cissy and I work through afternoon with
Tom Johnson, deputy press secretary, on research material. Get much
of what we need but all agree further talks with White
necessary. Call Washington, arrange Sunday afte
best plane connection 1 can make.
SUNDAY. Washington. Spend afternoon
going over contacts, picking up more de
Home by early evening. Spread 150
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