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Fiiidiiig' Picture;^ of a

floiiieiit ill Hiistory
Wlienever a major news event occurs in public we know we can count
on amateur piiotograpliers who are on the spot—if only we can find
them. This issue contains 23 nnpnhlished pliotograplis, taken hy ama
teurs on ]\ov. 22, 1963, of the last few seconils of President Kennedy's
Iile and ofhis body's sad return to Washington. We have known the
whereahoiils of some of them for a long time; others have only re
cently been found.

Picture collecting began the moment the news was flashed over the
radio. In Dallas, Holland McComhs, a veteran correspondent, was
called hy a reporter friend and told that a local dressmaker named
Abraham Zapruder had shot some astonishing movie film. Zapruder
turned his film over to us. The definitive vis
ual record of the tragedy, it was studied hv
the Warren Commission and the FBI and

has appeared in Life.
The pictures in this issue were found in

many ways. Palsy Swank, another Dallas
correspondent, was contacted hy a Mr. Jim
Towner, who said that he and his daughter
Tina had been taking pictures just moments
before the President was shot. We did not

publish them at the time. This summer we
learned that a lady named Elsie Dornian,
who worked in the Book Depository, had
taken a movie from the fourth floor of the

building—she had kept it in a closet and nev
er showed it to anyone. When wewerestudy
ing her pictures (p. 88) in New York, we noticed a man and a girl
with cameras. We sent it to Patsy, and she identified the two as lim
and Tina (above).

The Zapruder film showed a great many photographers at work
including two, Phil Willis and Hugh Betzner Jr., whose pictures ap
pear in this story. Willis is a sometime Texas politician and was not
hard to find in Dallas, but Betzner presented another problem He
had told the FBI about his pictures, and his name was on file in the
National Archives in Washington. But his parents had moved front
Dallas to Kansas City, and he himself had joined the Navy W
sent a reporter to Kansas City, and his motlier showed her the "
tures. She would not part with them without her son's consent G-^T
Rosenberg, of our I.os Angeles bureau, finally located the young man'I
ship and he let her have the pictures to add to the record

Two other photographers, Robert Hughes and Wihna Bond wer
also tracked down tluougli the FBI public records, and a third Pos^
man Mark Bell, who had been making movies just before the '

• • 1 I !• • ♦ TVsmatjon, hm.iglu h.s p.ctures mto Pats>. The pictures of the casket
came from Kennedy aides. hen no other pictures seemed to he fortl
commg, Patsy put an ad in the Dallas papers. It read- "Pi
Interested in seeing unknown or unpidilished photom-mlx •picu,,-. ax a,'I ll„„ai,.„ :: t:
22, 1963, in connection with research for a nuion-, ^
brought her the movie film shot by Patsv p.,' I ji',
knows-to the end of the trail. ^ ^

JIM -AND TINA

Ti/ , //
George P. Hunt,

Managing Editor
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