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October 10, 1969

EDITORS' NOTE

Revolution^

reform and change
Til its "week Life begin.s a two-part series on Revolution, a sub
ject we iiave long coverei! in its violent and nonviolent, po
litical and social aspects. Tbrongb bistorical example, tiie cur
rent .series will attempl to sliow how and why revolutions
begin; iiow tliey iia\ e eiuingeil in nature, leciini(|ueand goals;
and, finally. iio"W liiese lessons appiv to tiie U.S. todav.

Ry eoininon consent, il'nol common approval, these are rev-
ohilionary times, but there arc many different kinds and de
grees of revolution. Idle Ltfe .series deals principally with the
•\ iolen t poli lieal oxerthrow of governnien t, hn t revolii lions also
come in otiier forms: the process of peaceful hut nevertheless
profound eiiange, the demand for reform of existing institu
tions and customs, the teeimological advance liiat suddenly
makes old life stxles olisoiele.

Some of these milder forms of revolution arc reflected in

otiicr stories in Life lliis week and in the world at large. The
trial in Cliieago {pp. 280-31) assembles eight members of the
radical left and allenipis to con\iet them under the contro
versial eonspiraev section of the Civil Rights .A,et of 1968. A
look inside the Marine Corps prison at Camp Pendleton, Cal
if. (pp. 32-37) invites a thorough investigation and reform of
the administration of mililarv justice. (Just as the di.onissal
of the murder charges against the Crcen Berets invites other
questions on the same subject.)

zXnother chapter in Ijee's .series on Threatened America
(pp. 126-131) reports on the battle between the nation's high
ways and its landscape, a battle that is ilrawing more and
more eitizens to both sides of the barricades, in Wasliington,
D.C., President Aixon eontends with a revolt against his Viet
nam policy and simultaneously tries to con\ ince Hanoi that
there is no revolt (pagc l). He also came out strongly in sup
port of the revohilionar\ proposal to ov erllirow the Electoral
College and permit Americans to elect a President by direct
popular vote, a inoveinent Life heartily supports. In Ger
many, a peaceful revolution took place at the polls, giving
the Social Democrats an opportunity, for the first time since
tiie days before Hitler, to try to form a government, and re
pudiating hoth the neo-Aazi hr right aiid the pro-Cominu-
nist left (page 38).

Eortunately, not all forms of revolution, rcforTii anvl ciiangc
need be taken so scrioiislv. 1f von want to live in a barn (pp.
136-139) or a tree (page 111), there is nothing to stop you.
And the change in high school fashions (pp- 40-45) is cer
tainly radical, but it is peaceful,pleasant, aTul alarmingmain
ly to saddle-shoe manufacturers.

Rau>h Gk.vves
Managing Editor
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