
PLAYS AND MUSICALS

As Is—This touching play bv William M.
Hoffman concerns a personable young horno-
sexual who is afflicted with AIDS, and is also
a documentary of sorts about his milieu in .
this city. The lively, impressionistic perfor
mance was directecl by Marshall W. Mason, (
and the acting by the sizeable cast, several of
whom appear in multiple roles, is just right.
With Jonathan Hogan and Jonathan Hadary. 1
(Reviewed in our issue of 3/25/85.) (Ly- (
ceum, 149 W. 45th St. 239-6200 Nightly,
except Sundays, at 8. MatinSes Wednesdays
and Saturdays at 2.) Th

Big River—A musical about Huckleberry Finn
and Jim and their adventures on the Missis
sippi, with a book byWilham Hauptman and
music and lyrics by Roger Miller The large
cast is full of charm and so is the scenery,^y Heidi Landesman. (5/13/85) (Eugene
O'Neill, 230 W. 49th St. 246-0220. Tuesdays
through Saturdays at 8. Matmfies Wednes
days and Saturdays at 2, and Sundays at 3.)

Biloxi Blues—The second comedy—"Brighton
Beach Memoirs" was the first—m which we
are invited to follow Neil 51
growing up and becoming a writer. (4/8/85)
(Neil Simon, 250 W. 52nd St. 757-8646.
Nightly, except Sundays, at 8. Matinees
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2.)

Shep°a'rd's' W^Uiant! '̂'hun;^rour'

Sundays, at 8. Matinees Wednesdays at 2
and Saturdays at 2:30.)

rv • CcA A revival of a musical by JimDames at Sea Cporse Haimsohn and

comedy g, w"
some fiercely competi jj Norwalk, Con-
esting tennis play^" -'f Norton Da Costa,
necticut. The director is 582-4022.
(5/20/85) (Ritz, g Matinees
Nightly, except Sundays, ai oWednesdays and Saturdays at .)

I'm Not RA''''*''°''J~f^®'̂ pni?r^taining comedy
synthetic, though often ente ^en-
about two old men who share by
tral Park is j'"/5S^ni£ch (6/17/85)
Cleavon Little and Judd Hirscn.
(American Place, 111 W. 46th St
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8. „ _
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2, a
days at 3.)

Light Opera of Manhattan—Through Sunday,
Sept. 15: Gilbert and Sullivan's H.M.s. ''J*"
FORE. (Norman Thomas, 111 E. 33rd St. 532-
6180. Wednesdays through Saturdays at 8.
Matinfies Wednesdays at 2, and Saturdays
and Sundays at 3:30.)

Mayor—A musical based on the best-seller of
the same name by Edward I. Koch. With a
score and lyrics by Charles Strouse and a
book by Warren Leight. (Top of the Gate,
160 Bleecker St. 982-9292. Mondays and
Wednesdays through Fridays at 8, and Satur
days at 7 and 10. Matinfes Sundays at 2:30
and 5:30.)

Negro Ensemble Company—A rather beguiling,
if lightweight, farce by the Jamaican play
wright Trevor Rhone, two can play is about a
middle-aged Jamaican couple. The husband
is a blowhard; the wife is put-upon in every
way, until she flies to Miami and comes back
a changed woman. The first act is too in
tricate for its own good, but the second act is

works quite well, the second is mer
viceable, but what really cou^nLS istl
mance, under the dynamic direction
Sinise. The actors are Kevin Andersoi
Kinney, and John Mahoney, '"?d
an import from the Steppenwoll Lom
Chicago. (5/20/85) (Westside Arts
43rd St. 541-8394, Tuesdays ihro"®!
at 8, and Saturdays at 7 and 10. K
Wednesdays at 2 and Sundays^at i-)

Penn & Teller—A sublime combination
juring and comedy. Penn
talking; Teller is silent. (5/6/85) Fo
week's vacation, performances ri-si
Tuesday, Sept. 10. (Westside Arts
43rd St. 541-8394. Tuesdays
at 8, and Saturdays at 7 and 10. iv.
Saturdays and Sundays at 3.)

Singin' in the Rain—An unwelcome ct
which attempts to translate an i
movie musical into a Broadw'ay '
one concerned has labored hard, ai\
vain, (7/15/85) (Gershwin, 51st bt.
Broadway. 586-6510. Nightlv, exce[
days, at 8. Matinees Wednesdays anc
days at 2.)

What's a Nice Country Like You...poii
State Like This?—An updated version
1973 satirical revue by the original c
composer Cary Hoffman and lyricist i
man. (Actors Playhouse, 100 Seventn ,
at Sheridan Sq. 691-6226. Tuesdays
Fridays at 8; Saturdays at 7 and J I
Sundays at 7. Matinees Sundays at o.

Long Runs—Brighton beach memoir! |

clear and funny. The actors—Hazel J.
Medina and Sullivan H. Walker—couldn't Be
better. (Theatre Four, 424 W. 55th St. 246-
8545. Tuesdays through Fridays at 8; Satur
days at 8:30; and Sundays at 7. Matinfes
Saturdays at 3 and Sundays at 2:30. Closes
Sunday, Sept. 29.)

The Normal Heart—An interminable, trashy
non-play about AIDS, and its victims in the
homosexual community of this city, who are
compared to the Jews under the Nazis. The
names Hitler, Roosevelt, Morgenthau, and,
eventually, Mayor Koch are dropped with
equal contempt. The evening is an insult to
its audience and, what is far more serious, to
the sufferers from this dreadful, seemingly
hopeless disease. (Public, 425 Lafayette St
598-7150. Nightly, except Mondays, at 8.
Matinfes Saturdays and Sundays at 3.)

TheOdd Couple—A depressing novelty in theat
rical history; the radical mutilation of a suc
cessful comedy by its author, Neil Simon,
who has seen fit to turn the male characters
in the original version into female characters
(6/24/85) (Broadhurst, 235 W. 44th St. 239-
6200. Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8
Matinfies Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2
and Sundays at 3.) '

Orphans—A melodrama, by Lyle Kessler
about two young brothers—one a street thief
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