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Fire over Kuwait
As six million barrels of oil a day go
up in smoke in the Kuwaiti desert,

"hellfighters" from Houston do battle
with 1,500°F heat in the the blaze of
the century. With a water shortage,

dynamite is nixed in favor ofliquid ni
trogen. Here's an eyewitness account.
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Elecfronks
as your copilot

Lost again? Computerized navigation sys
tems use a singlecompact discto store map infor

mation and directions, chart your progress, and even
give traffic alerts sothat youcan gohomeagain.

Weather
forecasting
The $3 billion modernization of the
nation's weather service includes new
satelhtes, advanced radars, and
sophisticated computers—^though
there will still be gaps in coverage.

laptops go cellular
More and more companies are packaging
portablecomputers with cellular-radio
telephones to create complete on-
the-go communications systems.
This trend may change the
wayAmericans dobusiness.

WHATS HEW.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Sciencenewsfront 23
Fire over Kuwait 02
The stormy future of

weather forecasting yg

COMPUTERS
AND ELECTRONICS
Electronics newsfront 47

Electronics as your copilot 66
Laptops go cellular. 70

CARS AND DRIVING
Automotive newsfront 31

The car guy's dream car. 32
Viper! 76
5-year guide;sneak peeks
at the importcars to come 84

HOME PRODUCTS
AND nCHNOLOGY
Home newsfront 52
Plastic moves home 56

ADDITIONAL FEATURES
From the editor. 4

Readers talk back 4
Product information ng
Looking back ng

COVER PHOTO BY
SAUSSIER-VAN DER STOCK/
GAMMA LIAISON

POPULAR SCIENCE SEPIEWBER I99, .



LAPTOPSwG^

Mirror Magazine

o
••J

LIQUID NITROGEN TAMES
KUWAIT'S OIL FIRES

CARS TO COME
THE IMPORTS

ELECTRONIC
COPILOT FOR
your CAR HH

0103
be Nvr

A_ • *• ^ '

?u xoi'^f^
•1JV12XVH S s

?g33.»X38i''l|̂ S§3 |̂|bU,ag^,,


