
A UETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

AS the Howard Hughes-Chfford Irving investigation continued
^ to twist hke awhodunit written on ahelix, the editors reZ2
that a cover story on Irving was in the offing. Which artkt cK ^
paint the portrait? The ideally ironic choice seemed to be El^v?i
Hory, Irving's neighbor on the Balearic isle ofIbiza mH th I- ^
of Fake!, Irving's book about amaster an fo^er

On Feb. 5, word went to Correspondent Roeer
Brussels to commission the painting. "There were onlv
lems," recalls Beardwood. "I didn't know where De Horv wn a
the portrait had to be in New York as soon as
possible."

De Hory had fled Ibiza and the invading
newsmen for a quieter locale, so Beardwood
began calling mutual acquaintances through
out Europe. An hour later, he learned that the
artist was staying at the home of friends in
London. A call there disclosed that De Hory
was out playing baccarat. Reached the next
morning, he agreed to do the cover. Because it
was Sunday, art-supply shops wereclosed and
he could not begin until thenext day.

"Working from his recollections of Irving McCUlloch
and from photographs," says Beardwood, "Elmyr sat in nk u
in his friends' house with the canvas propped unsteiH K, '̂ ^^^room
He chose acrylic paints, which he had Lver used bin
they are quick-drying." Working at an extraordinary
finished in time for the picture to be flown to New YoK 7u
die of last week. Of the style he employed. De Horv
just a touch of Modigliani there. The mood is somber w J

irilTo^ •" "" .to
The fact that Irving had less and less to hide as the h

assured De Hory's work its place on this week's covpr
who chipped away at the writer's secrets was FrinV ^ V?® "^^n
New York Bureau chief. Previously, McCulloch had b u
to learn (along with one other reporter) that Edith T"•

BOGER BE«BDwooD "Helga Hufihes." Thp Was

^ l^.uu-

Hory was, and
""V'tl Loccip

"Helga Hughes." The next d!-
was that Nina van Pallandt wonM^^^

Would de-
it was McCulloch aton^who unlL'̂ ®®'̂
the sources for the ?°^ered

bunk part of Irving's story ,
_T_ y- ^ast week

^vered

manuscript. One friend onrvinov '̂"®'̂
oared McCulloch tn "av,.,u

DE HORY WITH HIS IRVING PORTRAIT

pared McCulloch to "Ahab, goin^^"
the white whale, holding on hoin-
on, like it'shis last great moment
Culloch's latest findings went to A "
ciate Editor Lance Morrow whiV
chronicled the Hughes saga'from lul
cover story of Jan. 24 through th
week's article. It would be unfair t
poach on Morrow's terrain bv teli;^°
more here. After all, the tale as M
row says, "is a detective yarn that hn,~
everything.
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