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A Letter from the Publisher
This month will mark the unscheduled arrival of Skylab on

earth, as well as the tenth anniversary of mankmd's arrival
on the moon. These twin aerospace
milestones are the subject of this
week's cover story, which also looks
toward the uncertain but potentially
dazzling future of the U.S. space pro
gram. To see further ahead, Time
cormnissioned Science Author and Vi
sionary Arthur C. Clarke to supple
ment the story with his view of man's
long-term prospects in space.

Time's own aeronautics expert,
Washington Correspondent Jerry
Hannifin, contributed voluminously
to this week's Skylab story, which was
written by Senior Writer Ed Magnu-
son, and to Science Editor Fred Gold-
en's accompanying report on space Hannifin with Apollo 10
exploration. A licensed pilot and ir- Tom Staff,
repressible space buff, Hannifin has been covering NASA "sin^A t> i
it was NACA (National Advisory Committee foTAeronaS f.. space mu^ in T?" '"Zs-
until 1958). Recalls Hannifin: "We used to talk about the W' a plastic model nfT ^ranquility Base, Ala.,
turbojet engmes, and, gee whiz! a supersonic airplane even °thers venture
seemed possible." Over the years, he met Rocket Wizard Wer ^ deeper mto outer space.
nher von Braun, covered blast-offs from Cape Kennedy and
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Cover: On the tenth
anniversary ofman's
first walk on the
moon, a U.S. space
craft heads toward a
collision with earth,
inspiring more levity
than alarm. Despite
glitches, the space
program is far from
dead. See Nation.
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Ifmutts can signal
wth their scents, can

interviewed a universe of scientists

old haunts 7° track Skylab, Haimifin returned to several
the Johnf.; Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif.,
Center^ Ha f® ^ Houston, the Langley ResearchHampton, Va. But he was haunted by the sight of a

BENNETT souvenir displayed at the North
.<^erican AirDefense Command fa
cility near Colorado Springs: a 10-lb.
container from a Soviet Soyuz that
had hurtled through the atmosphere
dangerously intact a few years ago,
just as hundreds of Skylab chunks
wereexpected to do this month. Said
Hannifin: "That 'bottle,' as big as a
niixing bowl, had spent a couple of
years in orbit, re-entered and was not
even scratched. That's been on my
mind lately."

•^o on Hannifin's mind was a
sentimental visit he paid this year to
an old friend: Baker, who along with
the late Able became the first mon-
keynaut pair in 1959. Hannifin found
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