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THE OLD ATTACK
Making War On Our Parents

Alan Stang is a former business editor for
Prentice-Hall, Inc., and a television writ
er, producer, and consultant. Mr. Stang
is an American

Opinion Contribu

ting Editor and is au
thor of the Western
Islands bestsellers.
It's Very Simple and
The Actor. Author

Stang, who earned

his B.A. at City College ofNew Yorkand
his Masters at Columbia, is also a witty
and dynamic speaker who lectures widely.

• One of the measures of a civilization
is how it treats its elderly. In primitive
societies, as among the anthropoids, the
old are usually given short shrift. It is said
that the Eskimos cast their old adrift on
ice floes, where they quickly freeze to
death. Presumably these are the so-called
"noble savages" celebrated by Jean
Jacques Rousseau. But the Bible enjoins
us to honor our fathers and mothers and
in our supposedly humane civilization we
have done so. UntU recently, old people
in the West, and in the East for that
matter, have enjoyed the appropriate
status, respect and rewards, determined
by the degree of civilization where thev
live.

Lately, however, old people in Amer
ica have increasingly been shunted aside
victimized, isolated and literaUy robbed'
It begins to appear that an attempt is
under way - promoted as usual by the
milUonaire, totalitarian. Socialists who
conspire to rule us - to use old people as
stiU another bloc of political cannon
todder m their schemes to impose full-
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blown dictatorship on America. Indeed,
what is being done to many old people in
our country today makes the Eskimo
method seem (by comparison) merciful
and just.

The Background
Until only a few years ago, tlie family,

as it should be, was the unchallenged,
basic, social unit in America. Most of our
people lived on the farms, growing gro
ceries for American markets. Large, rela
tively stable families were the rule, and in
them there was room for everybody.
There were maiden aunts and bachelors,
uncles, aunts and cousins, successes, fail
ures, and oddballs. And Mother and
Father were the monarchs of the house.
Of course, as everyone matured there
gradually came a time, sometimes inde
finable, in which Mother and Father
transferred, and the children took, more
and more control of the family. Finally,
the triumphant, ever renewable process
was complete, the children became the
new Fathers and Mothers and led the
family unit. But they did not order their
parents out. They did not hide or isolate
them. Indeed, the parents gradually be
came rulers emeritus. They were stm
important members ofthe family- In fact,
they were influential because they still
had much to do. They still had dignity.

Today our "Liberal" rulers speak glib
ly of "human dignity." There is such a
thing, but it does not consist, as they te
us, simply ofmaterial possessions. There
are many people, of all ages and witn
many material possessions, who have no
human dignity whatever. In some cases
they don't because of their materi
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