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SPECIAL SECTION—NEW CARS 1980

38 EIGHTY The view from Ann Arbor—by David E. Davis, Jr.

39 CHARTING THE CHANGESSurveying the new-car scene, model by model
—Irs Rich Ceppos

44 TECHNICAL HIGHLIGHTS Engineering advances lo kick off the energy-conscious
Eigblies—by DonSherman

50 IMPRESSIONS AMC Eagle• Dodge Mirada • Chevrolet Caprice Classic
Ford Pickups and Broncos• CadillacSeville

64 SEVILLE STYLING ANALYSIS Tomorrow runs smack into yesterday, and Bill
Mitchell gets even in absentia—by DelCoales

ROAD TESTS

33 PONTIAC FIREBIRD TURBO TRANS AM Pumping up live-liter muscleslo deliver
six-literperformance—IryDon Sherman

67 MERCEDES-BENZ 450SELThe best-sellingmegabuck sedan, an old friend, the car
with which we'd most like to enjoy phenomenal avoidances—by DavidE. Davis, Jr.

90 LOTUS ESPRIT S2 Who ever thought the classof the exoticar field would come from
England?—by Mike Knepper

FEATURES

78 RADAR RANGE Wherein we debunk a persistent myth about police radar
—by Patrick Bedard

RADAR RANGEFINDER Exactly how close do you have to be for Of Smokey to take
your picture?

85 I9I4 STUTZ BEARCAT Back then, it wasjust the berries—by Patrick Bedard

COLUMNS

9 DRIVER'S SEAT Rabbits vs. foxes, and crash tests for migratory waterfowl

10 LETTERS The earl of Sandwich meets Ronald McDonald

16 BEDARD Dirt is life

18 SHERMAN For want of a hand brake

116 SETRIGHT I wish I had thought of that

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
24 NEW & IMPROVED 1980 Honda Civic, improved Plymouth Arrow, end of the LUV

affair, front-drive Mazda GLC replacement

25 GUZZLER MUZZLER Tax brake on the fuelish

26 CHRYSLER/CALSPAN RSV A safety car with all four wheels on the ground
29 TOYOTA COROLLA A new round of Misercars is on the way

31 SUBARU LEONE Hand.some swans from ugly Subarus grow

SPORT

99 THE FRENCH GOTHROUGH THE ROOFTheycame, theysaw, theyconquered,
they went bananas

ON THE COVER

The turbo Trans Am leads Pontiac's charge into 1980
(Photography by Aaron Kiley)
AMC'sEagle should prop the company's fortunes
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