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sychiatrists /have been’ pondering the
plight of a nine-year-old boy who had be-
come obsessed with thenotion that he was
a machine. Before eating his meals, Joey would

/

stfing an imaginary wire from an imaginary’

electrical outlet to the table. Insulating him-
self with paper napkins, he would plug himself
in before he could eat. Joey needed motors,
radio tubes and transistors to run him through
the day. Sometimes when disturbed he would
explode abruptly, and violently hurling his
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Courtesy Hallmark Cards, Ine.
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tubes and bulbs would scream: “Crash, crash!”

How did Joey get this way? The doctors’
answers were significant and shocking. Joey’s
father had been an Air Force pilot continually
on the move. He had no time to give Joey
proper love. His mother did not care for him.
Joey was a child who had been robbed of love
and affection.

Since he did not see any sign of human
affection in his parents, he rejected all human
feeling in himself. It was continued on page 14
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