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Miami'sfish problem.
ByHoward Bryant
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The Nats buy into a
myth. ByPeter Keating
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Bearded ladies,
Steelers for a day.
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Born with no arms, now

a record-setting archer.
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it ain't easy being a
Jordan. ByChrisJanes
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Tools of ignorance? Try
tools of great power.
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DmitriYoung—big man,
big card collection.
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In praise of the NFL
loudmouth.

28VISUALS/B00YSH0T
Jamison Oiave has

some serious quads.
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A manual for the
coming EPL season.
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Will more [cars] be less
forJoe Gibbs Racing?
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The Ghurka bag that
LeBron buiit.
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Steve Nash on Kobe,
Pau and freeway beer.
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The postal service?
Bigsports fans.

SPECIAL REPORT

dQ ON DEATH'S DOOR

The NCAA was set to shutter

Beaver Stadium. So who

saved Penn State football?

By Don Von Notto Jr.
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d7 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW

With each new season, we gather to ask:
Is this the year the rest of the country
finally catches up to the SEC?

d8 DOWN HERE

Whyis the South so wack-a-doodle for
football? Let's go back a hundred or so
years. ByRick Bragg

5d WHO'S AFRAIO OFTHE HONEY BADGER?
Tyrann Mathieu is an enigma wrapped
in a riddle. Can LSU solve its Badger
problem? By Kevin Van Volkenburg

86 ANIMAL ATTRACTION

The mascots of the SEC, in all their
voracious, howling, snarly, whoopy,
grunty,slobbery glory. ByScott T Miller

use sfTobert Woods {2];
•• MattBorldev^

rMarqise tee (Sj have
theTcojans all lined up

i . .V. • -for a title run,

7dTR03AN FORCE

Is the rebirth of USCfootball offensive?
Absolutely. And we mean that in the
best possible way. ByBrett Forrest

80 ESPN POWER RANKINGS

We polled 20 in-house experts to amass
our Top25, in the hope of finding the 1.
ByTravis Honeyand MarkSchlabach

102 STEMMING THETIDE...

Mack Brown could no longer beat 'em,
so he'sdecided tojoin 'em—remaking
Texas football in the image of the SEC.
ByLoRue Cook

106 URBAN MEYER WILL BE HOME FOR DINNER
Blatant fact: Meyerdid not like the man
he became in the frying pan of Florida.
Now he'soutto forge a new identity in the
fireof OSU. By Wright Thompson
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ENOUGH ALREADY.

CAN SOMEONE PLEASE TAKE DOWN COLLEGE
FOOTBALL'S MOSTDOMINANTCONFERENCE?
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