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THE FAN ISSUE

40 RELEASE THE HOUNDS!
We gave them afew rules: Act like pros, write
down everything you see and, for the love of
god, don't cheer in thepress box. Behold, our
new army of fan reporters.

48 READ BETWEEN THE LINES
ifthe Giants-Patriots Super Bowl matchup doesn't
have you on the edge of your seat, just follow our
prop-bet guide—and bet your lungs on Free
Fallin'." BY KC JOYNER, EDDIE MATZ AND AARON SCHATZ

52 ROOTING IS FUNDAMENTAL
You know Jetsfans aren't rooting forBelichick 6
Co. in the Super Bowl. Turns out, the same goes for
fans of the Eagles and Cowboys and Seahawks and
Steelers and ... BY EDDIE MATZ AND LANE STRAUSS

54 CAN'T BEAT 'EM? CURSE 'EM
As Giants and Pats backers descend onthe
desert for Super Bowl XLII, It's hard to imagine
a team morein needof somegood luck than
theCardinals. But ifyou ask thefootball-mad
folks in one Pennsylvania town, that luck isn't
arriving anytime soon. BY DAVID FLEMING

58 MY FIRST CRUSH
Freeskier Kristi Leskinen is dotty about her
Steelers. Prick NASCAR's Elliott Sadler, and
he'll bleed Tar Heels blue. These five athletes
kick butt in the real world, but they still get
their kicks by being fans. BY STAGEY PRESSMAN
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64 FORMULA FOR FAILURE?
Ifyou're anNBA team(say, theWolves) and you
subtractyour heart andsoul(say, KG), you might
energize otherfans (say, Boston's) andleave your
faithful wondering howit adds up. BY RIG BUGHER

70 DUPED
A sports star reaches out to a sick little kid,
and both of their lives are changed. You've
heard that story a hundred times—just not
quite like this. BY ERIG ADELSON

78 WOULD THE REAL O.J. MAYO
PLEASE STAND UP?

People have been talking about the U5C
freshman for years, but do any of them
actually know what they're talking about?
We decided to find out. BYLUKE GYPHERS

82 A LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP
For 352 days a year, Ron and Laura Ezell have
the perfect marriage. Those 13 other days—
when Auburn or Alabama takes the field-

are a whole other story. BY RYAN McGEE

84 FAN VS. WILD

Wedropped a NASCAR fan five miles from
Martinsville with $20 in his pocket and 24
hours until the Subway SOD. His mission?
Score a ticket to the race—and live to write

about it. BY HAMPTON STEVENS

90 NO TICKET? NO PROBLEM

So you'd do anything to score tickets to the
big game? Ourteam of scalpers gives you
the ins and outs of getting in. BY JEFF JOHNSON
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THE 7 SMARTEST SUPER BOWL BETS [AND 1THAT COULD BREAK YOUR HEART]
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NORM HAUER 123
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