14 PLAYER X

Our anonymous NFL columnist has
a problem: Too many guys play for
the paycheck.

16 NEXT LEVEL

Midseason coaching changes can trigger
sharp turnarounds in any sport. But fans
shouldn't fall in love with the new boss—and
front offices shouldn't hand out fat contracts—
until they see long-term successes.

18 VOICES

Guest writer Tommy Tomlinson kicks off
our new column by discussing something
that happens to everyone, and especially to
elite athletes: falling down,
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OFF THE FIELD / BETWEEN THE CRACKS

Theroad to the Super Bowl is treacherous,
nerve-racking and downright fun, How do
we know? Some NFLers told us s0..Ducks
forward Corey Perry battles Mrs. Ryan
Getzlaf FOR LOVE OR THE GAME .. SIX
THINGS you should know about being a first
responder for action sports .. A COLLECTION
of medallions used for the Super Bowl coin
toss.. LA Kings wing Dustin Brown smiles
wide for BODY SHOT.
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INSIDE THE LINES / AROUND THE GAME

47 NBA

NBA vets rarely become better shooters
midway through their careers. Try telling
that to Josh Smith, Al Jefferson anq
Richard Jefferson.

S50 NFL
For football fans and their on-ield heroeg

the phrase “Super Bowl Champion” has,
quite literally, a great ring to it.

56 COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Ablazing-hot offense coupled with g

full-court press D ig helping San Diego State
make impressive inroads into March

58 THE MOMENT: Danny Davis

H_orsing‘around onan ATV forceq the
hlgh-flyl_ng snowboarder to mis:

60 MOTORSPORTS

Nine months after a life-thre
medica) condition pyt Brian
NASCAR career on holq, he's

atening
Vickers'

' r
the Cup fielq he means busins:;dy show
G2SCALE OF 1TO10

Athletes (who ar

en't boxerg Or mixeq

Mmartial artists) rate their righting skillg

. THE MAGAZINE

EDITOR IN CHIEF GARY BELSKY

EXECUTIVE EDITORS NEIL FINE, ROBBYN FOOTLICK (INSIDER], SUE HOVEY
MANAGING EDITOR PERRY L. VAN DER MEER
CREATIVE DIRECTOR SIUNG TJIA S
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY CATRIONA N
SENIOR DEPUTY EDITORS DAVID CUMMINGS, ROXANNE JONES, STEVE MALLEY,
CHAD MILLMAN
DEPUTY EDITOR DAN KAUFMAN (INSIDER]
EDITOR AT LARGE MARK HUDSON GILES (1955-2011]
SENIOR EDITORS SCOTT BURTON, ED McGREGOR, JTOR":JT\JS MORRIS,
BRENDAN O'CONNOR, ANDREW SIMON, 0TT0 S 1S
GENERAL EDITORS RYAN HOCKENSMITH, JENN HOLMES, NEIL JANOWI\TNZiLE;zS
SPROW (INSIDER], SARAH TURCOTTE, JOEL WEBER (INSIDER], /-‘«SHLEYF DOOLEY
ASSOCIATE EDITORS SEAN BARTLETT (INSIDER], TED BAUER [INSIDER], JEF
[INSIDER), MIKE HUME (INSIDER), MATT MEYERS
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR BILL VOURVOULIAS
SENIOR WRITERS JORGE ARANGURE JR., SHAUN ASSAEL, LINDSAY BERRA.
JEFF BRADLEY, CHRIS BROUSSARD, RIC BUCHER, LUKE CYPHERS, R KEATING.
TOM FARREY, BRUCE FELDMAN, DAVID FLEMING, E.J. HRADEK, PETE
TIM KEOWN, TIM KURKJIAN, EDDIE MATZ, KENNY MAYNE, RYAN McGEE,
BUSTER OLNEY, ALYSSA ROENIGK, CARMEN RENEE THOMPSON,
SETH WICKERSHAM, STEVE WULF
STAFF WRITER ELENA BERGERON CK CAIN,
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS MORTY AIN, SAM ALIPOUR, ZEV BOROW, PATRI
JOHN CLAYTON, ANNA KATHERINE CLEMMONS, LOUISE CORNETTA, E JOYCE.
BRIAN FRAZER, ALLISON GLOCK, L2 GRANDERSON, ALAN GRANT, GAR KNIGHT.
ANDY KAMENETZKY, BRIAN KAMENETZKY, ANDY KATZ, PAUL KIX, MOLLYCHRIS
DAN LE BATARD, JEFF MACGREGOR, RACHEL NICHOLS, CHAD NIELSEN, NS
PALMER, STACEY PRESSMAN, RICK REILLY, JON ROBINSON, BILL SIMMO UB-Y
JASON SKLAR, RANDY SKLAR, LARRY SMITH, LANE STRAUSS, TIM STRLKUYT
WRIGHT THOMPSON, GLEN WAGGONER, GENE WOJCIECHOWSKI, ARI YO
ART DIRECTOR JASON LANCASTER
ART DIRECTORS DAN DICAPITE (INSIDER], LOU VEGA [SPECIAL PROJECTS]
MANAGING ART DIRECTOR E[) MANN
DESIGNERS LILY CHQw, SOPHY LEE, OLIVER Y00
CONTRIBUTING ART DIRECTOR DRAGOS LEMNE|

SENIOR DEPUTY pHoTO EDITOR NANCY WEISMAN
DEPUTY PHoTo EDITOR MAISIE TODD

SENIOR PHOTO EpIToR JIM SURBER

GENERAL PHOTQ EpiToR AMY McNULTY

PHOTO RESEARCHER DANIELA CORTICCHIA
PHOTO OPERATIONS COORDINATOR TRICIA REED
PHDTOASSISTANT JOE RODRIGUEZ

CONTRIBUTING PHOTO EDITOR D
CONTRIBUTINGP oy S0t A

HOTOGRAPHERS MATTHIAS CLAMER, ANDREW CUTRARO.

EESI?TIES,LA DAMICO, JAMES DIMMOCK, CHRIS FLOYD, SARAH A. FRIEDMAN

TURE uLL:ER GRIFFITH, ANDREW HETHERINGTON, JOHN LOOMIS,

JEFF RIEDEERAVEN, MICHAEL MULLER, OLUGBENRO OGUNSEMORE.

ALEX TEHR AT OWARD SCHATZ, CARLOS SERRAO, DUSTIN SNIPES.
EHRANI, NATHANIEL WELCH

PRODUCER LYNDSEY READ

EDITOR BOGDAN S7480

DIRECTOR OF RE!

DEPUTY RESEAR|

ASSDCIATE EDIT

R
[E)ZEIGFE:;?%SEBPEO}{X;RS AMANDA ANGEL, JASON CATANIA, LARUE COOK:

DINO, DouG MiTT

SENI ! e

ADEgm:%:xHERS MIKE BLAXILL, ANDRE CARTER, KEVIN COLLIEF;

MICHAEL wogps JANDBN LILLY, JASON MATLOFF, DOUG McINTYRE.

- JARED ZWERL NG
ZESEARCHERS JEFF 80LD, BILL wEIsgrop
IREC
copy ;g:kiws:g\k\ﬂ?gcrmns CHRISTIAN SEAN ROGERS
TTER
COPYEDITORS g
JAIME oWy CARROLL, TIM HARR(S, ETHAN LIPTON,

M
PEARL A SVEAERDGL/?SIET MeNICOL ROBBINS, ANDREW ROSENBERG.
ASSOCIATE May

AGER, EDITOR) 5
EDIT OPERATIY L OPERATIONS | EE BERMAN <
OPERATIONS oo, COORDINATORS L R HIGGINBOTHAM, JONATHAN WANE

|TH
ASSISTANT 10 7yy0 SV ATORS JED DAVIS, ROCHEL L E ROGRIGUEZ JOHN SM
ASSISTANT T Ty g \ERAL MANAGER DORIS ALVAREZ-RAMIREZ
O THE EDITOR |y CHIEF LINDA NG
T S
2011 Espy
REPRODYCY, +INC. AL RigHTs RESERVED
'S PROMIgiTED ot WHOLE OR Iy pppy WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF ESPN THE MAG»\Z’\‘FFBLE i
SENAIND OF Uy o E MAGAZINE poge NOT ACCEPT AND CANNOT BE HELD RESP;:FI\NIES,T}'
SEND M 10 R SUBCC HATERIALS. FRoNy TIME TO TIME WE ALLOW SELECTED CO NTEREST IEL
£9UWOULD Raryye s BSCRIBERS Fop PRODUCTS AND SERVICES THAT MIGHT BE OF 1N 18 A
R AN EXaCT @ OF T 1o, 2eVE SUCH MAILINGS, PLEASE SEND YOUR CURRENT MAIL e uS
e TO:Espn, pg BOX 37328, BOONE, 10WA 50037-0328. PRINT -
ESPN THE panag e
1H§8'§'§EAZ|NE SUBSCRIPTION AND
19E 2 -267.3684 READER INQUIRIES onto
New York NaYSt 34th Street To change your address. logcom
N-Y. 100164305 www.accountinfo.espnmagd-co"
- =

—— . g




RECRUITING CONFIDENTIAL!

THE NATION’S TOP PROSPECTS ON BEING BRIBED, HANGING WITH HOSTESSES AND THIS YEAR’S BIGGEST CATCH—JADEVEON CLOWNE
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