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ANALYTICS

35 THE ANALYTICS ISSUE

In our third annual celebration of the power of
metrics, we go searching for the Dark Matter of
sports, from momentum to potential.

36 THE SEARCH FOR INTELLIGENT LIFE

Before we trumpet the arrival of Analytics 2.0, a
quick reminder that metrics are only as good as
the humans implementing them. By Nate Silver

42 THE GRAND UNIFIED THEORY OF PAUL GEORGE

To those who wonder whether Gearge will
settle for superstardom, he says: "l want it all”
By Pablo S. Torre

52 WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA?

Need proof that the analytics movement is here
to stay? Take a look at this year’s sampling of
MIT paper finalists. By Ross Marrinson

54 THE GUIDE TO SUSTAINABLE FARMING

Buried under a bloated budget and a barren
farm system, the Angels are ready to try just
about anything. By Sam Miller

62 "YOU CAN'T 0OPS YOUR WAY TO THE FRONT"
What matters mare, the car or the driver? Kurt
Busch’s recent revival is making a strong case
for the latter. By Ryan McGee

B8 BUILT TO LAST

To find the players who can deliver under peak
pressure, Kansas basketball is studying, of all
things, saliva. By Igor Guryoshkin

71 BORNTORUN

Momentum comes and goes in college hoops
games, thanks in large part to the motivation of
the leading team. By Ken Pomeroy

74 MENTAL BLOCKER

Part math genius, part Penn State All-American
guard, John Urschel runs the numbers an the
combine’s significance for 0-linemen.

78 CAN AMETRIC SAVE THE DILERS?

What one fan’s theorem taught the last-place
Oilers—and the rest of the NHL—about coaching
strategy. By Peter Keating
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