INSIDE

8 THE TICKET

Sparts gossip sites are
shady at best, at least
that’s the rumor.

By Mina Kimes

10 THE NUMBERS

We created a new metric
called “terrible throws.” It's
not as complex as it
sounds. By Peter Keating

12 Z00M

Unicycle football: when
getting knocked off your
feet justisn’'t enough.

14 Z00M

If bouncing on laundry lines
high above Sicily is your
bag, we've got your event.

96 THETRUTH

Sorry, Royals and Giants—
the wild-card game is still a
bad idea. By Howard Bryant

BILL SIMMONDS/MISSISSIPPI STATE ATH

ATWOMISSISSIPPIRUSH

Down South, football is a way of life. And in Mississippi, the
losing ways are finally changing. By Wright Thompsan

40 THE SHADOW LIFE OF JIM IRSAY

Before the Calts’ owner had a very public relapse, he guarded a
secret relationship that ended in tragedy. By Shaun Assael

PLAYBOOHK

17 NFL
Safeties are the last best
hope against the spread.

22 MEDIABLITZ

Dwight Howard's new role:

baller-actor-singer.

24 GAMING
At last, shunning fresh air
for videa games pays off.

C MEDIA RELATIONS

26 COLLEGE FOOTBALL

The playoff selection
committee has some tough
choices ahead. Luckily, we
have some stats to help out.

28 OPEN MIC

On-air fisticuffs sound
tempting, but SVP and
Russillo are gonna leave the
fighting to the pros: Gaons!

“The'difference’between Mississippi State's Dawg
¢+ «Pound Roch} andanaerobies class? Mare cowbell,

GOLLEGE HOOPS TIP-OFF

49 COLLEGE HOOPS TIP-OFF

L?st season was defined by one-and-dones. This season?
It's all about the anes wha are back for the big one.

50 BIG MAN STILL ON CAMPUS

Frank Kaminsky know§ folks think he gaofed by not going
fqr NBA dough. But enjoying the Dairyland version of
Biebermania isn't half bad either. By Pablo S. Torre

62 TOP 25 POWER RANKINGS

Kentucky's No. 1—again. But don't count out No. 2 Arizona
...or No. 25 Kansas State. It's going to be ane wild year.

80 CAN ANYONE STOP BREANNA STEWART?
Are the comparisons with Kevin Durant fair? We ask a scout,
coaches—and Stewart and KD. Plus, our wamen’s Top 10!

86 FREETO GO

Houston transfer Devanta Pailard's relationship with his
mather was everything to him. But to play baskethall again,
he had to give up everything, including her. By Mina Kimes
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HAIL STATE
Bulldogs QB

Dak Prescott might
want to practice his
Heisman pose next.

oy
oy
[
[V

d3INEH WyoN

SYIN0IAW0D IWWHLST @ S¥IN0a ANg

g000 PEST 52 #T1/TL4898T200HS 38
EO0-2%#0TF00  LOTAITEESEREREEEE LYSHNRGR

il"‘i'i"'i"'i'i,l'iil'i"",l‘,li,lllli'l';";'l',’llll"l,;l'

BY WRIGHT THOMPSON

B JJEGISTER ONLINE AS AN ESPN INSIDER;
AND TYPE IN THE #ESN CODE ABOVE




