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54 HAPPINESS IS A WARM GUN

For defensive tackle Tank Johnson, owning guns
has always been about more than security. It's a
rush. Without that—and in a new city—the newest
Cowboy feels very alone. BY SETH WICKERSHAM

102 UPSET IN THE MAKING

Think Cal fans are wild? Meet the BUZZ-KILLS
who live outside (and above) Memorial Stadium.
Their campaign to block a new football facility has
school officials up a tree. BY TIM KEOWN

NBA PREVIEW

64 FLIP THIS LEAGUE

Trouble and the NBA have been married longer
than Bill and Hillary. And like any relationship,
there are ups and downs—and that's just how it is.
BY CHUCK KLOSTERMAN

72 A FRESH COAT

For the past nine seasons, PAUL PIERCE has
had to be a one-man band for the Celtics. With
the arrival of rock stars KEVIN GARNETT and
RAY ALLEN, he's part of a trio that can make
Boston pop. BY CHRIS BROUSSARD

81 BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS
Now that they've done everything from improving
curb appeal (Rockets) to gut renovations

(Sonics), 30 clubs are ready to raise the roof on
the 2007-08 edition.

106 JUST LET IT GO

Oregon QB Dennis Dixon had to learn to fail on the
baseball field before he could manage to succeed
on the gridiron. BY ALYSSA ROENIGK

112 MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE
To: MLB GMs

From: BUSTER OLNEY

The two best players in the world might be

available this winter, along with many other stars,
What are you waiting for?

120 THE MAN WHO THINKS
HE CAN FLY

When rock-climbing/BASE-jumping/highlining
sensation DEAN POTTER has a bad day, it can
really (really) hurt. BY KATIE ARNOLD

128 "I'D LIKE TO HAVE

THE GERMAN LEG"

Just your usual pro-volleyball-in-Cambodjia-
played-by-land-mine-victims kind of story.
Not so familiar with it? You'll want to be.

BY CHRISTOPHER COX
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NBA PREVIEW | COLLEGE FOOTBALLS

THE CELTICS ARE STACKED—WHO CAN BEAT'EM? CUMEBACK Kl D

TANK JOHNSON IN DALLAS: UNARMED AND DANGERQOUS

THE NEXT ROCKIES? BUSTER OLNEY SHOWS YOUR TEAM THE WAY
PLUS: BRADY QUINN -+ MATT HOLLIDAY - CHUCK KLOSTERMAN - THE SPORTS GUY
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