ES GOD WANT

KITNA TO WIN?

ions QB prays to the Almighty during games,
eammates credit faith in him (not Him) for the
m's fast start. BY DAVID FLEMING

82 NO MAN IS AN ISLAND

It Brennan didn't just restart his career in
wail; he became the nation’s top quarterback.
- Not to mention the man he’s always wanted to be.
tHY CHAD NIELSEN

88 HOW BIG IS HE?

Oklahoma left tackle Philip Loadholt is so big that
'wevery story his friends and family tell about him

\ sounds like a tall tale. BY LANE STRAUSS

_—

- S0 MADE IN CHINA

| VAn estimated 80% of the HGH on the black market

| comes from the People’s Republic. Now the DEA is
trying to figure out a way to stop it from coming

here. BY SHAUN ASSAEL
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POWER IN SPORTS
58 WHO'S IN CHARGE HERE?

Superagent Scott Boras wants you to know that
his obsessive and successful quest for control in
baseball is about love, not money. Tell that to the
Yankees when A-Rod opts out. BY MATTHEW COLE

68 IN THE PALM OF THEIR HANDS 4‘
A poster. A pen. Some of the most dynamic people

in the world of sports, including NBA players union |
prez Derek Fisher (left), take their inspiration from
the most prosaic of objects. BY RYAN McGEE

74 0UT FROM THE SHADOWS

These nine power brokers, such as TaylorMade club i

technician Wade Liles and coaching agent Bob
LaMonte, are the real players in pro sports. It's
their game. We just didn't know it. Until now. |

NHL PREVIEW

96 TWO FOR THE SHOW

Signing free agents Chris Drury and Scott Gomez
was a good move for the Rangers. It might be a
great one for the NHL. BY LINDSAY BERRA

102 BUILT FOR DISTANCE

Our hockey guru E.J. Hradek thinks the Rangers’
new stars make them Cup-worthy, but the Red
Wings—and other clubs—have done some serious
upgrading as well.
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