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22Patrick Swayze 1952-2009 He captivated us in
DirtyDancing and Ghost-md moved us with his bravery
in the face of cancer. Atribute. By Mandi Bierly
30The Improbable Cool of Neil Patrick Harris
There's no reason the HowIMet YourMother star and Emmy
host should have cred. (He was Doogie. damn it!) So howLhebecome one ofTV'shippest guys? By Whitney Pastorek

36 The 'Da Vinci' Sequel Has Landed Author
nan Brown talks about writing at 4a.m., being ageek,
trying to ignore his critics-and struggling for six yearsXeate the publishing event of 2009. By Karen Valby
A2 How 'Idol' Nabbed Ellen The Emmy-winning
host (and Idol superfan) couldn't say no when Fox offered
her aseat at the judges' table. But will she be good oi
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4 Feedback

6 The Must List

8 First Look
LeightonMeester stalks
Roommate Minka Kelly;
Jon Heder = zombie?

11 News + Notes
Kanye West apologizes for
spoiling Taylor Swift'sVMA
moment—time to move

onl...Inglourious Basterds'
surprising Oscarbuzz...
Mark Harris on Whitney
Houston's image...Monitor.

m¥ reviews

48 Movies
Matt Damon finds whin
in whistle-bloAving in Tl
Informant!-, LoveHappei
Bright Star...

57 TV
TTie Good M/e is a fine n
riageofwriting and acti
Community,Cougar Tov

68 Music
Grading performances
the VMAs; Jay Sean...

71 Books
Dan Brown's The Lost
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DANCER

HEARTTHROB

TOUGH GUY

LOVING HUSBAND

ICON

FIGHTER

PATRICK
SWAYZE
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