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22 Patrick Swayze 1952-2009 He captivated us in
Dirty Dancing and Ghost—and moved us with his bravery
in the face of cancer. A tribute. By Mandi Bierly

30 The Improbable Cool of Neil Patrick Harris
There’s no reason the How I Met Your Mother star and Emmy
host should have cred. (He was Doogie, damn it!) So how

did he become one of TV’s hippest guys? By Whitney Pastorek

36 The ‘Da Vinci Sequel Has Landed Author
Dan Brown talks about writing at 4 a.m., being a geek,
trying to ignore his critics—and struggling for six years
to create the publishing event of 2009. By Karen Valby

42 How ‘Idol’ Nabbed Ellen The Emmy-winning
host (and Idol superfan) couldn’t say no when Fox offered
her a seat at the judges’ table. But will she be good or
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