
A man came

up to us on the
street and said,
"What is your
magazine doing

about the future?"
"What future?" we said. "One

man's future is another man's
broken leg."

"The group future," he said.
"The stuff you read about in the
papers. Plastics, helicopters, pre-
fabricoid, soy crispies, television
cooking and all like that there."

"You forgot plywood,"we point
ed out quietly.

"O.K., plywood," he said. "But
what about the whole business?"

We rocked back on our heels

and looked at the sky. "We are
treating it," we said, "with the re
spect it deserves, the hope it gives
rise to and the worried look out of

the corner of the eyes it sometimes
calls for."

"Do you believe in it?" he
asked.

"Do you believe the sun will rise
tomorrow?" we countered slyly.

"That isn't what I meant," he
grunted. "Do you approve of it?"

"The future is

what you make it,"
we said pontifically.
"Let us tell you a
fable."

"Make it short,"
the man snapped.

"Once there were three bro

thers," we said, "with a fairy god
mother."

"Like Barnaby in the comic
strips?" asked the man.

"Except for the gender, yes,"
we said, "like Barnaby in the
comic strips. And the fairy god
mother told them each that when

he reached twenty-one she'd give
him anything he asked for, often
adding, but not very loudly, that
he'd have to take the consequences
of what he wanted . . ."

"And the oldest brother," the
man said rapidly, "wanted to live
in the twenty-fifth century in a
duraluminum house, with two of
each sort of vitamin in hiscapsule
box, two interstellar rocket ships
in his garage and a battalion of
trained robots."

"Don't forget the Buck Rogers
pistol," we snarled. "Suppose you
finish the fable."

"Nope," said the man suavely,
"it's your fable. What happened
to the oldest brother? Something
terrible?"

"You bet," we said. "His mus

cles collapsed, his teeth fell out, he
shot his foot off with the Buck

Rogers pistol and both of the
rocket ships blasted his seamless
duraluminum house down around

his ears. . . . the-second-brother,"
we add^d very fast, "wanted-to-
return-to-the-middle-ages. He-spe-
cified-the-sort-of-manor-he-wanted-

the-gay-and-manly-men, the-fair-
and-womanly-women..."

"Cut the lo

cal color," said
the man, "I'm
quick-witted."

"He wanted

a spirited horse, too," we said.
"And within a week," said the

man, "he had been thrown by the
horse, caught three unknown
plagues and was about to be burn
ed as a witch by the townspeople."

"As a wizard," we growled.
"Witches are dames."

"Now what about the third bro

ther?" said the man with assumed

calm.

"The third brother," we said,
"was the thoughtful type. He told
his godmother that all he wanted
was to live in a world full of happy
peoplewho dancedand sang quite
a bit and didn't throw adjectives
or much else at each other, but,
you understand, not so happy that
they got stupid."

"What did the godmother do?
Laugh?"

"Far from laughing," we said,
"she accounted his choice very
wise and told him that he had

chosen the best of both the past
and the future and predicted that
he would live happily, but not too
happily, ever after."

"Trite and obvious," the man
sneered. "I sneer because every
body knows that."

"You'd be surprised," we said
cryptically and turned to go.

"Just a minute," he said. "Is
that all you have to say about the

of tomor
row?"

"Kind hearts
are more than

plasticoid," we
reminded him. "It is worth repeat-
ing.

"Nothing about kitchen-bath
room units?"

"All," we said, "that is worth
knowing about kitchen-bathroom
units. They are a likely part of the
good of tomorrow. Whenever peo
ple have good ideas about making
people happier we are going to tell
our readers."

"Sounds crazy to me," said the
man.

"To the contrary," we said and
left him.
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