
HOMES m
OEH EHILDHEI

111 L. MOIUJAA YOST
Member American Institule of Architects

JIMMY, slop thai pounding this instant.
Can't you see I'm trying to read? My
goodness, a bodycan't get a bit of peace

and quiet in this house."
But a boymust poundand you must read,

so what do you do ?
"Sue, pick up your dolls and furniture

and put them away. I must set the table for
dinner. Yes, I know it took you a long time
to arrange them but you can get them all
out again tomorrow."

Not very encouraging to the child—is it?
—to have to undo her afternoon's efforts?
But you must have dinner and there is no
other place to play, so the child is frustrated.

These are examples of seemingly simple
everyday problems that arise in any home
with children. Yet the very fact that they
are so universal, so commonplace, hints that
our homes may be at fault.

Let's take a critical look at the usual
American home, your home or the home you
hope to have. It has a living-room, a dining-
room, and a kitchen. Why? Largely because
of habit.

In most homes the dining-room is used
only once or twicea day. Many families use
it only when company comes, allothermeals
being taken in the kitchen. Certainly the
use of an entire room for just one purpose
for but a few hours a week is not economy.

So, in many homes where the" children
make the walls bulge (and even one child
can make a pretty sizable bulge) the din
ing-room has become a play space. It is usu
ally sunny and cheerful, has a good table
for games and work, and, what is most im
portant, is close to the family, the mother
in the kitchen or the father reading in the
living-room.

Starting out as a dining-room, it becomes
S general-purpose room. Mother sometimes
uses the table for sewing. Fatlier uses it to
spread out work that he has brought home
from the office. Wouldn't it be better to de
sign tbis room asan all-purpose room in the
first place, so that it could do its job really
well?

We can do many different things in the
came space, rf we do them at different times.
Or we can carry on many activities at the
same time, if we have different spaces for
each activity. So in designing a house we
not only consider arrangement of space but
also the scheduling of lime. It is the suc
cessful jugg mg^f space and time that pro
duces a good liouse.

The home is not a show place-it is a
grow place. Yes, your family happiness, and
,he very success whicj, your children may
attain, are largely dependent upon the
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nnr buildings
aour buildings shape us..^yutoniobilc, the movies, the radio,

.wsjfc.savngclcuncal appliance to say
' '''ha!-

I
The openness of the
kitcheu'dining space al-
lows this area to be used
for play space. The dining
table folds against the wall
as a decorative element.
The living or r/uret area
would be at the other end

of the house.
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breakfast table pulls out tvhen
this playpen is not in use. How at
tractive a room for cooking, eating,
and play can be made if it is prop

erly planned!

In the old days the children withdrew into
an all-pervading hush the minute Father
with his stiff collar and mutton-chop whisk
ers came up the front steps. No longer does
the family dance attendance at the beck and
call of the lord and master!

Children are given their wings much ear
lier in life than previously. It used to be
that a baby remained bottle-fed until bis
second birthday. Now mo.st bahic.s eat with
a spoon and drink from a cup before theage
of one. Few children have the fear of the
world that was the curse of the erstwhile
apron-string children.

Now the child may go to nursery school
at the age of two or
lliree and is com-
pletoly thrilled at the
prospect each morn
ing and bubbling over
with enthusiasm
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return. Teachers are his friends. School
fun!

There are many instances where children
dislike returning to their homes dfter a
pleasant day at school. At school they are
taught the use of their hands and the use of
tools at the lender age of three. Hav
-learned thus to control their bodies, they ...
longer have the timidity that manual cliim
smess would give them.

In many homes so much importance is
given to^the wallpaper and furniture that
children up to school age are not perniiitcd
to use pencils, crayons, or scissors for fear
of their spoiling something. This hampers

early formative years
upon which future
abilities arc built.

The child in the con
ventional .i\iticrican
home upon his return
from school finds the

IS

ing

no

HOUSEHOLDT.
drcj
iiiidt^-
,nilwo
nv''""'.,

;|oni mad

„r ianv y ami us
,,11 lilt* 'ivedinasa child. happiness upon his

<t. small change inthe
cer-

- dif- and OCTOBER
VdLUMC 44

19 4 4
number 10

Rj;-.

A nursery divided by sliding doors
into play room and sleeping room.
In later years they will function as
two individual rooms. The tvalls are
of insulation board to allow pic
tures, maps, and photographs to be
pinned up. Notice the ample built-in
storage facilities. Harwell Hamilton

Harris, tlesigner.

house all "picked up." Should he attempt
to play indoors he is cautioned byhis mother
to make no mess or noise. How many times
have you heard a mother say, "Why can't
you sit quietly and read a book?"

If the child wants to do things he is not
going to read a book. If be wants to reatl a
book it is because his interest has been
whetted so that the book becomes an enjoy
able experience. Truly the child should have
a place to sit quietly and comfortably with
proper lighting for reading. It occurs to
very few parents that the reason their chil-
dren do not read is because it is not com
fortable for them to read.

A plaything holds a baby's interest for
only a few minutes. As the child grows
older, he will play with one toy for an hour
or an afternoon. Then the interest will carry
over from one day to the next. He will be
gin where he left off the day before. This
wholesome development of a child's mind is
a natural thing. If he must pick up his toys
every afternoon before getting ready for the
evening meal, nervousness and dissatisfac
tion may result and parents find they have
a "problem child." The toy train, the high
way system with trucks and automobiles
and houses and stores and factories, which
the child envisions clearly in his arrange
ment of blocksand toys, is a complete world
for the child, and to be told peremptorily
to "pick up" is an invasion of the rights of
the individual. Too often, the luorhcr glibly
says, '\ou can take them all out again to
morrow and put them right back where they
were. But that is a complete negation of
the mental processes that bring about the
logucal development of the child's mind.

But where are tee tolive? We, the parents
"vvho have provided this home and brought
the family into being, certainly are not to
be completely overruled by the rights and
privileges of the children!

Mother should be able to do her house
keeping, prepare meals, sew, and perform
the countless other duties thatarc necessary
in the well-ordered home, without too much
interference from children and their play
things. Yet all the while she must be able
to oversee their play.

Father should be able to come to a restful
home after his day's work to rest, read or
pursue his hobby, undisturbed. If he is to
be an exemplary father, sated with patience
and rich with pearls of wisdom which be
can band to the children at the proper mo
ment, he certainly must not be forced to
live in an environment of noise and mnvs

And how, you ask, is this to he accoml
Pl.shed ma typical American house? The
answer ,s that we must cease phinnim
uuisEs as 1 cliihlrcn were temporary. Chil
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