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The paralytic form of she.Hfish poisoning is. a
form of food intoxication, caused by eating
seve'e’ r clams at certain times of the year. The
i Sl osource of the poison is found in a unicel-
(l)t:;ilrm:nicroscopic organism of the ocean, which the
shelltish eat.

The poison contained in this organism is one of

the strongest known. It belongs to the class of
alkaloids such as strychnine, muscarine and aconi-

tine. About one millionth of a gram is sufficient
to kill @ mouse on injection; the fatal dose by
mouth for man is probably only a fey milligrams,

Hermann Sommer and K. F. Meyer, M.D., discuss
“Mussel Poisoning” next month,
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