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Ingenuity of

hijacked amateurs

Many news stories, particularly action stories like this issue’s lead on
aircraft hijacking, cannot be covered by staff photographers working
on assignment. Instead, we must depend on the initiative of camera-
carrying amateurs who happen to be on the spot, like the airline stew-
acd busy grinding away above. Our problem then is to find the am-
ateurs. Two months ago, when we started collecting material for this
story, Miami Bureau Chief Marshall Smith got the assignment: meet
passengers being returned from Cuba, pick up their pictures.

As Marshall recalls it, “At first it seemed a reasonable project. Sure-
ly, some passenger with a camera would sneak a picture of action in-
side the plane? As it turned out, I was -opti-x.nistic. All in all, about
1,000 hijacked passengers retul:n'ed to Miami’s International Airport
and we had staff members waiting for them at the end of the con-
course. They were eager to talk about their adventures and about one
in five carri'ed a camera. 'Ijl‘lese.\s‘ci ’asked first, “Did you happen to
take any pictures of the hijacking?” To our surprise. most of them
e uo_"l‘he\' were too scared, or there wasn’t enough light, or they
didn’t have film in their cameras. Thev few that took pictures had
their film confiscated by the (;upans. We were hmk.‘ when we found
Paul Omoletski, an Fastern Alrlmef meghanic. He had photographed
some pictures of the hijackeljs leaving th‘e plane in Havana and per-
suaded a lady passenger 0 hide the film in her purse, Of course, then
we had to wheedle the pictures out of the FBI, which always vot
there ahead of us. Paul Omoletski’s pictures appear on pPages 22-D.b23.

Brooks Fleig of Gl‘eeu\‘i.lle, Texas was another passenger who out-
witted the Cubans. His pictures appear on pages 26, 27 and above.
Mr. Fleig, returning from two weeks’ vacation in the Caribbean, had
his underwater Nikonos with him but had used up all hig film. "When
1 got to the hotel in Varadero where they put us overnight, T asked
where I could buy film. First I was told they didn’t have ;111\' but
then they sold me two rolls of Kast German stuff for about o |
each. Right away, I started taking pictures outside the
of those armed guards came up and told me no picture-
“To hell with you,” Isaid to mysell. T paid for the filisi
use it.” So 1 turned mysell into an undercoyer

made it possible to fool the guards was the v
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ggers the shutter. 1
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hung it around my neck, aimed. turned and shot
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