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EDITORS' NOTE

Ingenuity of

hijacked amateurs

PICTURE-TAKING UNDER THE EYES OF CUBAN GUARDS

Many news stories, particularly action stories like this issue's lead on
aircraft hijacking, cannot be covered by staff photographers working
on assignment. Instead, we must depend on the initiative of camera-
carrying amateurs who happen to be on the spot, like the airline stew-
artl busy grinding away above. Our problem then is to find the am
ateurs. Two months ago, wlien we started collecting material for this
story, Miami Bureau ChiefMarshall Smith got the assignment: meet
passengers being returned from Cuba, pick up their pictures.

As Marshall recalls it, "At first it seemed a reasonable project. Sure
ly, some passenger with a camera would sneak a picture ofaction in
side the plane? As it turned out, I was optimistic. All in all, about
1,000 hijacked passengers returned to Miami's International Airport
and we had staff members waiting for them at the end of the con
course. They were eager to talk about their adventures and about one
in five carried a camera. These we asked first, 'Did you happen to
take any pictures of the hijacking?' To our surprise, most of them
said no. They >vere too scared, or there wasn't enough ligh t, or they
didn't have film in their cameras. The few that took pictures had
their film confiscated by the Cubans. 'S '̂e were lucky when we found
Paul Omoletski, an Eastern A.rhnes mechamc. He had photographed
some pictures of tiie hijackers leaving the plane in Havana and per
suaded a lady passenger to hide the film mher purse. Of course, then
we had to wheedle the pictures out of the FBI, which always got
there ahead of us. Paul Omoletski's pictures appear on pages 22D, 23.

Brooks Fleig of Greenville, Texas was another passenger who out
witted the Cubans. His pictures appear on pages 26, 27 and above.
Mr. Fleig, returning from two weeks' vacation in the Caribbean, had
his underwater Nikonos with him but had used up all his film "When
I got to the hotel in Varadero where they put us overnight, I asked
where I could buy film. First I was told they didn't have any, but
then they sold me two rolls of East German stuff for about a doH ir
each. Right away, Istarted taking pictures outside the hotel but on'>
of those armed guards came up and told me no picture-takincr alhnv f
'To hell vs ilh you,' I said to myself. '1 paid for tlie film and fin, '
use it.' So I lurned myself into an undercover photo..ra,.her '\V
made it possible lo fool ilie guards was liie wav the - " "c Aikonos is huih.
IL has one lever which cock , it. winds it and trio-ggcrs ilie shutter. T
Iiung itarouml my mjk, aimed, lurned and shot and l}^e^
on what I was lip of his pliolograplis niHilo il • nc\cr caught
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