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EDITORS’ NOTE

Day of Farewell
in Flat Rock

Upon hearing of Cé\rhSalldburg’s death, Mike Silva, who is a corre-
spondent in our Washington bureau, called Mrs. Sandburg in Flat
Rock, N.C. and asked her whether he could come down 1o the house
on the day of the funeral. “*Oh, by all means, yes,”” Mrs. Sandburg
answered. “Carl belongs to the world.”

Last Monday morning Mrs. Sandburg welcomed Mike at the front
door, introduced him to friends and family who were eating breakfast
in shifts, then took him on a tour of the house. “This house was pretty
high for us,” she told him—"$50,000! But when Carl came along
and saw it, he slammed his hand down and declared, *We shall look no
further.” It seemed like a big plunge.” Mrs. Sandburg showed Mike
her husband’s long-unused office. Downstairs there were plaques to
be seen—one from the NAACP mak-
ing Sandburg a life member at age 87; ;

a social justice award from the United
Auto Workers; another from the Girl ; ¥
Scouts. On either side of the fireplace R e %
was.a, basket crammed with walking
sticks—“People who came to see him
loved to bring him sticks,”” Mrs. Sand-
burg said. Closed in its case on the
piano in the living room was Sand-
burg’s guitar.

‘It was perhaps,””;Silva told us,
“the serenity of Mus. Sandburg that
pervaded the atmosphere most. She
spoke of the joy she and Carl shared
when one of their goats. produced i A
5,760 pounds of milk in 10 months, T'HE SANDBURG Gurrar
establishing an all-time record. At
the noon meal people gathered and, between bites of devil’s food cake,
Ralph MecGill, the Atlanta newspaper editor, read aloud “The Junk
Man,’ his own favorite Sandburg poem. Harry Golden, the author, and
for the last two decades one of Sandburg’s closest friends, spoke of the

_ riots raging in Detroit that very minute, which recalled to him lines of

- . . a2z ee 2 cown.?® Milea .
“All Over God’s Heav en.”” “John Brown,” Mike noticed, °

a Sandburg poem titled ‘Upstream.” It expressed Sandburg’s belief that

no matter how bad the circumstance, strength and belief wil] persevere.
. U2 IR R . 3

Golden quoted the poem’s last lm(,,’ T'he strong men keep coming on.’ ”’

Margaret, one of the Sandburgs’ three daughters, excitedly showed

“Mike something she had just come upon in: the house— 5 1906 note.-

book of her father’s inwhich he: had. nAle%iculQ.u.sly copied a long
b) Walt Whitman. At the funeral, held . & church builg in the
lina wilderness in 1830, the hymns that bamlburg had orde
his poem “Finish” were played—"John Brown’s Body

poem
Caro-
red up in
and “Shout
e
: ) s N produced a
quiver in some of the ladies of the community in the congregation. It
. 64 5 14 « A\ . Ve Lt b "
was probably the first time it had ever been played in that Deep South
e - ¢ L2
town. It was as if Carl were having a final chuckle »
i iy .
ack at the house Mike asked Mrs. Sandbure .
Bac l\_(l  AQUEE W ' . B “\hclhl‘l he could take
some of the pictures off the walls o use in our tribute 10 her husband
N . . IRV, i . . S .
“Please do,” she replied. “Youre welcome to auy[hmg we have.” The
. . - < . U
one we like the best is the picture on page 50, S

. - : . a"db“l'g‘ singing Lo
his guitar. There is something about the eyerl =

asting devilment in his

g R
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eyes that almost tells the whole story.

ﬂ[anaging Editor




Troops patrol a
burning Detroit street
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