
Sprawled over one third of the world's land, birthplace ofcivilizations—the subject of this
bright with beauty and scarred with poverty, issue, Asia, is pictured in map form in

° THREE VIEWS OF ASIA 5

This issue is concerned with the implications people to whom Asia is a personal matter, the
of U.S. policy toward Asia. But also with the people who can answer the question

WHO CARES ABOUT ASIA? 12

In Free Asia an American can still travel and from Hong Kong to Abadan and, viewingthings
see for himself. David Douglas Duncan went as a tourist, was everywhere impressed by the

DECLINE OF THE WESTERNER 14

Communist Asia,ofcourse, is closed toWestern- Kong, and some little seen pictures from China
ers. But Robert Neville, reporting from Hong reveal what has brought about the

RISE OF THE RED STAR 16

In a year offighting the U..S. has learned mucli tactical concepts, its Russian-backed drive to
about Red China's army—make-up, power, modernize. Many secretsare revealed in

THIS IS HOW CHINESE FIGHT 20

On the editorial page three articulate Asians about America. The editorialitselfexplains the
give expression to their views and their feelings position ofthe U.S.

WHAT ASIANS THINK OF U.S. POLICY and WHY WE FIGHT AND HOPE 24

But Asia is not only war and trouble. Some of the city of spires and temples and scentedmar-
it is pure beauty and storybook romance like ket places, Thailand's fabled capital of

BANGKOK 30

Asia cannot be understood solely by what the worlds away from the West, as explained by
traveler sees. Its religions and philosophies are Yale's Professor Northropin

THE MIND OF ASIA 38

Tlieancientand culturedcountries ofAsia pro- painted scroll, mirrors the sereneand sophisti-
duced greatart. One of its landmarks, a 33-lnot cated life of China 800 years ago,

A FESTIVAL ON THE RIVER 44

A movie industry which produces more films peting with Hollywood but imitating it espe-
thanAmeri.astretchcsfromJapan toIndia,com- cially in the beauties it has crotvned

FILM QUEENS OF ASIA 50

Americans are useful and welcome in Asia pai'- helping Asians—as Horace Holmes of Tennes-
ticidarly when they will get their hands dirty see does. His story is told in

A COUNTY AGENT COMES TO INDIA 52

Four summer months—and a wet wind that —mean feast or famine for the farmers of Asia,
comes in over the land from the Indian Ocean These are the months of the

LIFE-GIVING MONSOON

Formore than100 years U.S. missionaries have health andeducation to the Orient. New mem-
faced danger and discomfort to carry gospel, her ofthis distinguished group is a

medical missionary

OnecountryofAsiahas imitatedtheWestmore tated. Traditional art and design are influenc-
thtii anv other and now in turn is being imi- ing America, in some ways, as it follows

THE EXAMPLE OF JAPAN

Americans are appreciated by Asians when they primitive country whose government has hired
build things for them. This is happening in a the U.S. firm of Morrison-Knudsen to create

A NEW ERA FOR AFGHANS

The British Empire keeps a hold in .Asia now. envoys, but by smart men in shirtsleeves, men
not by use of vast power wielded by stiff colonial like Malcolm MacDonald, who is an

ambassador extraordinary

Ever present through the East is the Chinese to his homeland. James Michener tells how one
I t scorned by people who use him, loyal family has become a world-wide power in

CHINESE SUCCESS STORY

O'l is Asia's greatest natural asset, and tiny made, has the world's greatest pool. The West
V '̂ "t where new discoveries have just been will more than make up for Iran's loss withKuwait, ^ SANDY SHEIKDOM 82

1Asia whose people also have light hearts love of fun and legends. The special issue ends
I t inia'dnations, isaplace which breeds on these notes with looks at

the" BEACH OF PASSIONATE LOVE 84
abominable HIMALAYAN 88

THE COVER AND ENTIRE CONTENTS OF LIFE ARE FULLY PROTECTED BY COPY
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