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'I'hc Einjicror Hadrian, a.-r wc nolcd in Part V of our series on Tlie
Romans, was an inveterate traveler: lie spent more than half his
reign louringhis empire and by his death had probably eoveretl most
of it. Now. 18eenlLiries later. Photographer Rrian Brake has made the
same lour, lie did it at a pace the fsmperor would have envied. By ear,
train, plane and helieopter. he traveled all along the ,\orth African
coast, through the Middle East to Istanbul, and to England. France
and Spain. Isven in this swift age. the job took Brake almost a year.
His pieliires. which appear in this issue {pp. 5H-75). make up the Una!
inslalmenl of our series on Borne.

Brake set out to evoke the vanished empire's splendors: behind
him lay the advantages of a rigorous tceh-
nieal training in photography. The son ol a
New Zealander who ran a general store in
.Arthur's Pass, he look a job with a pho
tographer najncd Spencer Digby who was a
tcclmieal perfeelionisl. Brake, then 18.
spent five jears learning photography,
dcveittping. printing, retonehing—his boss
wonldnT even let him n.-e a light meter.
'̂ riien he joinerl New Zealand s small htU
prestigious National I'ilm Board and he-
eame a cameraman working on doeiimen-
tary films. Here again he got a eomplelc
schooling—editing, splicing, direrling. In
1950 the British Arts Council gave him a
scholarship to study color einematography.
an assignment that took him to England. Europe, Canada. Holly
wood and the Far i'iast. Four years later Brian found iiimsell looking
for a job as a movie cameraman in London.

Brake eoidd not. however, get admitted to the cameramen s union
and this, as things turned out. was lortiinate. Using an old I.ciea he
fiad picked up in Singapore, he began wandering aronufl the city tak
ing pictures. Then, he recalls. "I brought .some o( my New Zealand
photographs to iilFli's Eomlon bureau, and ElFJi pnhlislied my first
story, f.ater that same year Ishoweil some ofmy work to Henri Cartier-
Bresson. then president of the Magnum picture agency. He was inter
ested. 1joineti Magnum and Eve been flopping around tlie world ever
since." In 1959 Brake was the only Western photographer in Peking at
the fOth anniversary of the Communist take-over (he reeenlly pnh
lislied a superb hook on Peking). In 1960 in India he spent a full year
shooting his famous and eloquent essav "'I'lie Monsoon." wliieli we
pnhlislied in Septeinher 1961.

Brake is a [latient, sofl-s|iokeii. selioiarlv man. He lias a fondness
for the culture ol the Ear I'.asl. and this, translated into his work by his
own fascination for lorni and design, gives his [iliotographs a special
distinelion. Indeed, his sense ol pliotograpliie slnieliire eiilianees both
the mood and the meaning ol his sidijeet. In photographing the fa
mous B anan aqueduct {p. 69), he waited until the long stone piling
and its own shadow eonverged in the distancelike the thrust ol a spe-ir.
This ev oked the headlongpur|ioseof the Bomansand theircivilization.

BRAKE AT II.ADRIAN S TVALL

Georle p. He NT,
Maiwiiing Editor
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