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BRITAIN'S ILLUSTRATOR RONALD SEARLE AT HIS WORK

TRICK AND TREAT
BY LENS AND PEN

Pictures tell the sober truth—of course they do.—
but they can also be fun and funny. The parach:.tls-t
(pp- 8, 9] is having a ball as he photographs (l)n;)
self heading down into Egypt. Ralph Crane (p..l
is spoofing the whole idea of women and mice—
our Miscellany pictures are consistently funny‘.
But what about the elections? Surely a senoyf
subject. It has its light moments, thoug:, as wit
ness (p. 23) the jumpers for Ja'ck Kenne y.' o
On pages 76-81 are the delightful dra\f/v:r;gc:jla !
the presidential campaign done by one <; fEr‘yg-
finest and funniest satirists—Ronald Searle o o
land. For a foreigner to take on s.;uch a s«'.;!crose?ust
subject and present it to an Amerlca.n audlenc.ej :
before elections might seem a delicate busmets;‘ L
But as he followed Nixon and KeAnnedy aboult‘ ; e
country, Searle warmed to the ways of U.S. ;.30 ltu":s
and the cheerful characters who whooped it u? in
the crowds. The result is so full of gusto and gaiety
that most Americans will enj?y tl:le needles that the
unsurly Searle is gently poking into them. o
If Searle has produced a .tour fie force in line,
George Silk has matched him Wl.th the lens. ‘He
used a variation on a camera designed for taklng;
photo-finishes at races to create ? gay.gagg.le c?
ghosts (pp. 52-60). He was experm;entmg with it
at home when some children came in masquc?rafd-
ing. Suddenly he conjured up a way to ufs.e it h?sr
making a Halloween world, way out. .Dra.tlng !
children and friends as model hallucmatlo.ns, he
ated a gaudy gallery of characters who ride t e
creht wind, clank skeleton shins and make a trick
n'l(g;ture tre:;t. It’s funny and it won’t scare the kids.
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