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The Journal of The American Museum of Natural History

Vol. LXXX, No. 3 March 1971

6 AUTHORS

14 AN OCTOPUS TRILOGY F.G. Wood and Joseph F. Gennaro, Jr.
Except for a small far of telltale connective tissue, the secret of the giant
octopus lies locked in the vast unknown of the sea.

28 THE CLUTCH OF THE FALCONER Dean Amadon
Neiv interest in an old sport forebodes an increasing demand for some
already scarce birds.

32 LOLA Anne M. Chapman
This is the story of an old ivoman who outlived her tribe and its ways.

42 CORa\L Frederick M. Bayer Photographs by Douglas Faulkner
The complex biological community of the coral reef is a world of beauty
and wonder like no other on land or sea.

48 THE GREAT SISAL SCHEME Daniel R. Gross
Villagers in the rugged sertao of northeastern Brazil never knew just how
tough life could be until the sisal boom shattered their dreams and in
tensified the endemic poverty of the region.

56 ECOCIDE IN INDOCHINA Arthur H. Westing
How long does it take for a bomb crater to go away?

62 SKY REPORTER John P. Wiley, Jr.

64 CELESTIAL EVENTS Thomas D. Nicholson

66 WOODPECKERS WITHOUT WOODS Lester Short
Can a rather specialized tree-dweller find true adaptive success on the
ground?

76 A NICE PLACE TO VISIT BUT . . .

Moon Reviewed by Isaac Asimov
Ascience buff encounters a project almost as grandiose as NASA s space
effort.

88 SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL READING

COVER: Delicate branches of a sea whip undulate gently on a reef in
the Loyalty Islands of the South Pacific.

Publication Office: The American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West at
79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10024. Published monthly, October through May;
bimonthly 'june to September. Subscription: S8.00 a year. In Canada and all other
countries: S9.00 a year. Single copies Sl.OO. Second-class postage paid at New York,
N.Y., andat additional offices. Copyright © 1971 by The American Museum of Natural
History. No part of this periodical may be reproduced without the written consent of
N.ati IML History M.akazine. Manuscripts and illustrations submitted to the editorial
office will behandled with all possible care, but tve cannot assume responsibility for their
safety. The opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily reflect
the policy of The American Museum. Nator.al History Magazine incorporating Nature
Magazine is indexed in Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature.
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