
Alan Tenies, Executive Editor
Robert E. Williamson, Managing Editor
Thomas Page, Art Editor
John P' Wiley, Jr., Senior Editor
frederick Hartmann, Associate Editor
Christopher Hallowell, Associate Editor
Carol Breslin, Book Reviews Editor
florence G. Edelstein, Copy Chief
Toni Gerber, Copy Editor
Ernestine Weindorf, Administrative Asst.
Angela Soccodato, Production
Diane Pierson, Editorial Asst.
Lillian Berger
Dorothy Naylor

Rosamond W. Dana, Publications Editor

Harvey Oshinsky, Advertising Director
"Gordon Finley
Harry R- M*'''
Vic Asselin
meen O'Kecfe, Production
Roberta Zelem, Asst.

Dinah Lowell. Promotion
Joan Mahoney
Harriet Walsh

Advisers:

\adon

E. Bliss

M. Branley
Iredge
VJanson

Mead

0. Nicholson

NATURAL HISTORY
THE JOURNALOF THE AMERICANMUSEUMOF NATURALHISTORY

The American Museum of Natural History

Gardner D. Stout, President Thomas D. Nicholson, Director

INCORPORATING NATURE MAGAZINE

Vol. LXXXI, No. 8

4 AUTHORS

11 LETTERS

14 STONE AGE REVISITED Vladimir Kozdk
Mystified Heta Indians of Brazil display the vanished art of making a stone ax; to

October 1972

28

32

38

them, iCs a pointless task.

ONE SMALL STEP FOR SCIENCE, ONE GOOD MEAL FOR THE SHIPS CAT
A Naturalist at Large Susan Schlee
Acat finds happiness when a frozen mystery fish appears during a nineteenth-century
scientific expedition to the Antarctic.

RIDDLE OF THE PIC
The Human Strategy Marvin Harris

Why was pork forbidden to Jetvs and Muslims?
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEATRIX POTTER Naomi Gilpatrick
The shy author^s coded diary revealed struggles more complex than, but not far remove
from, those of Peter Rabbit.

42 THE ELUSIVE BOBCAT Theodore N. Bailey
In a section ofIdaho, it*s up to rabbits whether bobcats live or die.

50 DOWN ON THE COMMUNE

Bios Arthur W. Galston

Arising at 4:30 A.M to music from loudspeakers begins the day on an efficiently run
Chinese people^s commune, but what will be the eventual price of conformity?

60 ABOVE THE TREELINE Ann Zwinger and Beatrice Willard
At 14,000feet, a worn and battered tundra world unfolds its delicate harmony.

68 SURVIVAL ON A BLEAK SCOTTISH ESTUARY John Goss-Custard
Alarge array of delectable morsels are at the disposal of redshanks, but their sense oj
the practical makes them selective gourmets.

74 THE MINOAN CONNECTION Cyrus H. Gordon , ,
Expelled from Egypt, the seafaring Minoans created their own empire-and a lively art
much given to galloping bulls, flying fish, and writhing octopuses.

98 THE AFTERMATH OF STOCKHOLM A review by Raymond F. Dasmann
The world has been formally introduced to the dangers of pollution; now the U.K Gen-
eral Assembly must make a decision.

109 SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL READING
IS THE GALAXY CRACKING UP?
Sky Reporter John P. Wiley, Jr.

CELESTIAL EVENTS Thomas D. Nicholson

110

112

COVER; A bobcat and her two dependent kittens warily survey theirsurroundings. When
about nine months old, the young will leave their den and wander asfar as 100
miles to fuid their own territories.

PublUalion Office: The American Museum ofNatural History, Central Park IP'est at 79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10024, Published
monthly, October through May; bimonthly June to September. Subscriptions: $8.00 a year. InCanada and allother countries: $9.00
a year. Single copies $1.00. Second-class postage paid at New York, N.Y., and at additional offices. Copyright ®1972 by The
American Museum ofNatural History. No part ofthis periodical may be reproduced without the written consent ofNalurol Hialor)'.
Manuscripts and illustrations submitted tothe editorial office will be handled with allpossible care, but we cannot assume responsi
bility for their safety. The opinions expressed by authors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the policy of The American
Museum. Natural History incorporating Nature Magazine is indexed in Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature.

1



TURAL HISTORY
OCTOBER 1972 • $1.00

i •

t

/
^ j

,riSki i-'̂ . •SSsTT-S'S^?^*'
«4S?- - >'•• -;i;-.• " •'.

K • ' 'i
t iv


